By  Art  TDalston 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Iran 
tolerates  (Christianity  more  than  most 
countries  in  the  Middle  E^t,  accord¬ 
ing  to  one  of  its  Christian  citizens. 

Sam  Yeghnazar,  pastor  of  the  Iran¬ 
ian  Christian  Fellowship  in  London, 
said  even  converts  from  Islam  don’t 
inherently  face  persecution  in  Iran.  If 
a  Christian  encounters  oppmition,  it 
usually  comes  from  a  relative  «-  in  a 
small  town,  village,  or  rural  area, 
Yeghnazar  said. 

More  often,  however,  a  decision  to 
embrace  Chiistianity  is  accepted. 

“In  a  large  country  like  Iran,  with 
54  million  people,  there  are  all  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  reactions  to  (Christiani¬ 
ty,’’  said  Yeghnazar  during  an  Aug.  9 
visit  to  the  ^reign  Mission  Board  in 
Richmond. 

Yeghnazar  retains  his  Iranian 
citizoiship  and  often  travels  back  to 
his  homeland.  From  1974  to  1966,  he 
was  involved  in  Bible  society  work  in 
the  Philippines,  Lebanon,  and 
E^and.  He  moved  into  Iranian 
ministry  five  years  ago  and  is  pastor 
of  a  London  congregation  which  draws 
about  100  Iranians  and  other  interna¬ 
tionals  to  worship  each  wedi. 

He  played  a  key  role  earlier  this 
year  in  linking  Southern  Baptists  with 
Iranian  Christians  in  relief  efforts 
among  Kurdish  refugees. 

Yeghnazar  helped  arrange  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  airlift  four  field 
kitchens  to  Iran  and  send  12 
volunteers  to  work  with  a  team  of  10 
Iranian  (Christians  to  feed  15,000  Kurds 


in  a  refugee  camp  in  mountainous 
southwestern  Iran. 

The  Iranian  (Christians  said  the 
volunteers  were  the  first  Americans 
to  labor  with  them  since  the  late 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  rose  to  power  in 
1979.  They  were  in  Iran  for  wt  a 
week,  but  Yegluiazar  said  they  left 
beautiful  testimony’’  behind.  They 
helped  the  Iranian  (Christian  team 
learn  to  operate  a  feeding  program 
and  left  the  field  kitchens  for  them  to 
use  in  future  relief  efforts  in  Iran  as 
a  visible  witness  for  Christ, 
Yeghna&r  said. 

The  Iranian  relief  workers  are  part 
of  the  small  evangelical  community 
in  Iran  of  3,000-prus  believers  in  25 
congregations,  half  of  them  in  Tbfaran 
and  most  Presbytaian  or  Assemblies 
of  (jod. 

Many  believers  come  from  ancient 
Armenian  or  Assyrian  churches  of  the 
region  or  from  the  Muslim  communi¬ 
ty,  Yeghnazar  said.  A  few  are  converts 
frmn  Judaism  or  Zoroastrianism  (the 
religion  prominent  in  Persia  before 
Islam). 

While  Islam  is  the  state  religion, 
Iran  also  officially  recognizes 
Judaism,  Christianity,  and 
Zoroastrianism.  The  Bahai  faith, 
which  began  in  Iran  during  the  1800s, 
has  no  legal  standing  and,  according 
to  human  rights  groups,  has  endured 
various  forms  of  persecution. 

Yeghnazar  acknowledged  a  55-year- 
old  A^mblies  of  God  pastor  was  ex¬ 


ecuted  by  hanging  in  December  1990 
in  the  northeastern  Iranian  city,  of 
Mashad.  Some  sources  at  the  time 
said  the  execution  was  part  of  a  harsh 
round  of  persecution  against  (Chris¬ 
tians,  especially  converts  fnnn  Islam. 

But  Yeghnazar  said  Muslim  ex¬ 
tremists  orchestrated  the  execution. 

“It  was  not  an  action  all  the  people 
in  the  city  would  have  approved.  Or¬ 
dinary  p>eople  —  Muslims  —  were 
angry  at  what  happened.”  In  Ibhran, 
he  added,  “I  have  my  doubts  that  the 
central  government  would  have  en¬ 
dorsed  such  an  action. 

“Maqy  Iranians  have  bec(xne  (Chris¬ 
tians,”  Yeghnazar  said,  ‘hnd  they  have 
not  suffered  the  same  fate.” 

Iranian  believers  “would  have  no 
hesitation  to  tell  you  that  they  are 
(Christians,  even  in  public,”  he  added. 
"They  would  witness  with  courage.” 

Stereotypes  don’t  fit  Iran, 
Yeghnazar  said.  When,  for  example, 
an  Iranian  official  employs  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini’s  rtietoric  against 
the  United  States  as  the  “Great 
Satan,”  it’s  a  statement  a^inst  the 
U.S.  political  system,  not  individual 
Americans,  V^nazar  said. 

Even  though  Iran  has  battled  with 
Kurdish  freedom  fighters  in  the  past, 
he  recounted,  posters  in  Iran  to  raise 
funds  for  Kuimsh  refugees  cited  Per¬ 
sian  poetry  that  states,  “Humankind 
are  tte  members  of  one  another,  as  in 
the  creation  they  were  formed  from 
the  same  substance.” 


Iran  has  a  lengthy  biblical  heritage, 
Yeghnazar  said  Ii\  the  New  Tsta-* 
ment,  people  from  ancient  lands  now 
part  of  Iran  are  listed  Brst  among 
those  inesent  on  the  day  of  Pentecost: 
Parthlans,  Medes,  and  Elamites. 

And  in  the  Old  Testament,  Esther, 
a  Jewish  orphan,  became  queen  of 
Persia.  A  Persian  king,  Cyrus, 
liberated  Jews  from  Babylonian  cap¬ 
tivity,  and  Persian  authorities  enabl¬ 
ed  Nehemiah  to  organize  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Jerusalem  wall. 

In  (Chapter  49  of  the  book  of 
Jereniiah,  the  prophet  recounts  God’s 
intention  to  inflict  calamity  on  Elam 
for  sinfulness.  But  the  chapter  closes 
with  the  assurance,  “I  will  restore  the 
fortunes  of  Elam  in  days  to  come.” 

“A  lot  in  ^ripture  talks  favorably 
about  Iran,”  Yeghnazar  said,  “and  we 
trust  that  God  whose  pnanises  are  all 
true,  will  look  favorably  toward  Iran 
again.” 

Up  to  7  million  Iranians  Uve  outside 
Iran,  Yeghnazar  said,  and  many  are 
disillusioned  by  the  Islamic  revolution 
sparked  by  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini 
and  thus  open  to  Christianity.  Iranian 
(Christian  fellowships  have  formed  in 
such  countries  as  Japan,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Thailand,  and  Singapore  A  half 
dozen  fellowships  are  in  California, 
where  about  750,(X)0  Iranians  live. 

“It  wouldn’t  be  very  strange  to  meet 
Iranian  believers  in  any  country  in  the 
world,”  Yeghnazar  noted. 

Ibalston  writes  for  FMB. 


in  a  job  well  done  .  .  . 


Labor  Day:  Salute  to  “Working  Man” 

"Working  Man,”  sculpted  in  bronze  by  Sam  Gore  of  Clinton,  was  unveiled  at  the 
Mississippi  Agricultural  and  Forestry  Museum,  Jackson,  earlier  this  year.  The  statue 
depicts  a  laborer  reading  from  the  Bible. 


Note:  The  “Working  IWan” 
scuipture  by  Sam  Gore  was  unveiied 
on  April  20,  1991  at  the  Mississippi 
Agricuitural  and  Forestry  Museum  in 
Jackson.  At  that  time,  the  sculptor 
delivered  the  following  message,  (fore 
is  head  of  the  Art  Department  for 
Mississippi  College. 

I  have  not  portrayed  a  particular 
person  but  rattier  a  personality,  a  type 
of  person  characteristic  of  the 
cultural  past,  represented  by  the 
museum  collection  itself.  In  the 
Mississippi  Agricultural  and  Forestry 
Museum,  its  collection,  and  its  en¬ 
vironment,  I  do  not  see  substance  as 
much  as  I  see  community  of  people 
bound  together  by  a  set  of  values.  As 
a  sculptor  I  have  reported  in  1000 
pounds  (rf  bronze  art  form  what  I  have 
seen  and  felt. 

The  type  of  person  whom  I  have 
portrayw  is  one  patiently  committed 
to  hard  work,  who  takes  pride  in  a  job 
well-done  He  is  honest,  his  han^h^e 
being  as  good  and  as  reassuring  as  a 
written  contract.  The  ring  on  his 
finger  signifies  that  he  is  not  alone, 
that  his  family  is  typical  of  a  day 
when  the  family  was  the  strongest 
unit  of  society.  He  accepts  a  fully 
responsible  role  in  life  with  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  happiness  and  well-being 
of  others.  In  the  hope  and  expectation 
following  the  labor  of  planting,  know- 


By  Sam  Gore 

ing  his  own  limitation,  he  looks  to  a 
higher  power.  A  plumbline  of 
ri^teousness,  a  knowledge  of  right 
and  wrong,  is  his  guide  to  a  clear  con¬ 
science  and  undisturbed  sleep.  He 
knows  justice  and  mercy,  joy  and  sor¬ 
row,  and  can  walk  in  another  man’s 
shoes. 

With  this  spirit,  a  country  doctor 
to(^  two  children  into  his  own  home 
after  both  parents  died  in  a  flu 
epidemic.  In  like  spirit,  a  small-town 
banker  refused  to  foreclose  on  the 
farms  of  his  neighbors  during  the 
Depression  of  the  1930s,  with  faith  in 
their  word  and  what  was  known  as  a 
good  name.  A  family  lost  all  its  earth¬ 
ly  goods  in  a  fire,  yet  found  wealth  in 
the  warm  devotion  of  friends  who 
shared  their  loss  and  helped  them  to 
rebuild.  Sickness  did  not  destine  a 
person’s  crops  to  rot  in  the  fields,  as 
such  bonds  of  friendship  between 
“working  men”  and  their  families 
were  their  best  insurance  Bearing 
one  another’s  burdens  and  exixpessing 
gratitude  were  among  their  most 
notable  attributes. 

The  “working  man”  is  the  role 
model  of  his  age,  the  kind  of  person 
looked  up  to  by  children  who  want  to 
be  like  h^,  and  to  whom  they  always 
speak  with  a  respectful,  “Yes,  sir”  a^ 
“No,  sir.”  He  exemplifies  the  higher 


values  of  his  time. 

Both  the  “working  man”  and  his 
dog,  which  lies  in  complete  repose  at 
the  feet  of  his  master,  symbolize  a 
state  of  devotion.  The  “working 
man’s”  exaggerated  anatomical  bulk 
symbolizes  an  inner  strength 
characteristic  of  the  pepole  of  his  day. 
We  have  changed,  or  “shifted  gears,” 
from  the  technology  of  the  past  to  that 
of  the  present  —  but  we  search  our 
souls  for  the  assurance  that  we  have 
brought  the  values  of  the  “working 
man”  with  us.  Of  his  generation  some¬ 
one  will  one  day  write,  “. .  .  and  there 
were  giants  in  those  days.” 

From  early  childhood  I  dug  clay 
from  the  road  banks  of  Mississippi 
and  tried  to  create  art  forms. 
Teachers  who  knew  how  to  inspire  and 
who  tried  to  see  something  unique  in 
each  individual,  gave  me  a  pat  on  the 
back  and  encouraged  me.  I  am  now 
the  longest  tenuj^  professor  (39 
years)  at  Mississippi  College,  the 
oldest  college  in  Mississippi.  'There 
are  many  talented  yoi^  people  in  the 
crossroads  communities  of  NUssissip- 
pi  who  need  that  pat  on  the  back.  This 
state  has  some  of  the  best  art 
educators  anywhere  and  the  fniit  of 
their  work  in  the  lives  of  young  talent 
will  attest  to  what  we  in  our  day  have 
passed  on  to  them. 


‘‘Working  Man”  takes  pride 


Iran  tolerates  Christianity  more  than  most 
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I'^A  LOOKING  FOR  A 
NICE  RELIGION  —  POLITE, 
CIVIL,  ANO  inoffensive 
AMP  FOR  A  PASTOR 
WITN  A  GIFT  FOR 
obfuscation.  " 


Guy  Hendersoji 


Recently  the  new  Baptist  Center  for  tion  office  are  busy  trying  to  get  this  of  ethics  with  tlwir  time  and  money. 
Ethics  (BCE)  was  organized,  funded,  information  out  to  church  leaders,  that  is  their  right  and  their  business.” 
and  elected  Robert  Parham  to  be  However,  it  has  all  come  with  such  He  noted  that  CLC  is  the  agency 
director.  Parham,  with  an  earned  doc-  suddenness  and  intensity  that  the  which  the  SBC  has  assigned  the  task 
torate  in  ethics,  had  been  employed  by  (Christian  church  is  dazed.  of  speaking  to  ethical  issues, 

the  Ciunstian  life  Cknnmission  (CLC)  The  moderate  leaders  have  W.  C.  Fields,  chairman  of  BITE  ad- 
for  the  six  previous  years.  declared  the  CLC  only  dealt  with  a  visory  council,  says  he  does  not  see 

An  attractive  group  of  volunteer  portion  (rf  the  issues  and  a  wider  scope  the  center  as  “an  anti-CLC  body.”  Bill 
workers  from  seminaries,  colleges,  of  operation  is  needed.  So  now  we  Sherman,  Nashville  pastor,  said,  “We 
and  churches  will  assist  Parham,  have  CLC  and  BCE  seeking  to  in-  felt  there  was  a  vacuum  concerning 
Created  by  the  leaders  of  the  fluence  the  faithful.  Maybe  we  need  New  Destament  ethics  in  Baptist 
moderate  Cooperative  Baptist  both  of  them.  Perhaps  two  is  not  ranks,”  tuid  then  implied  the  (HjC  had 
Fellowship,  doubtless  it  will  soon  be  enough.  Would  not  three  or  four  be  confined  its  attention  to  a  narrow  list 
an  estabtehed  part  of  it.  better?  Is  there  the  shadow  of  per-  of  pet  issues. 

Southern  Baptists  have  had  the  sonality  conflicts  in  the  background?  The  Bd:  budget  for  1992  is  listed  as 
CLC-C3tristian  Life  (Commission  for  Must  we  pay  for  two  offices,  two  ex-  $100,(XX),  the  money  coming  from  in- 
many  years.  Apparently  it  was  ade-  ecutive  directors,  in  order  to  get  com-  dividuals,  churches,  and  organiza- 
quate  until  the  Convention  controver-  plete  coverage?  tions.  There  is  the  tendency  for  more, 

sy.  Now  we  have  two.  The  CLC  is  sup-  Do  we  need  two  “Cooperative  Pro-  much  more,  to  be  needed  in  any  new 
posed  to  assist  Southern  Baptists  in  grams?”  agency.  The  CLC  budget  is  $1,262,836, 

understanding  the  moral  demands  of  Do  we  need  two  news  agencies?  all  coming  through  ^  (Cooperative 
the  (Christian  faith  and  how  to  apply  Do  we  need  two  or  more  publishing  Program.  Meanwhil^  Land  of  CLC, 
(Christian  principles  to  moral  and  houses?  firing  a  salvo  of  finality,  said,  “I  don’t 

social  problems.  This  includes  fami-  Is  there  a  need  for  all  the  new  think  there  is  any  confusion  over  who 
ly  life,  citizenship,  race  relations,  seminaries?  speaks  for  the  majiMity  of  Southern 

world  hunger,  etc.  (Could  we  not  think  of  consolidation  Baptists  on  ethics  in  the  year  of  our 

Lately  a  new  set  of  concerns  has  rather  than  proliferation?  Baptists  Lo^  1991.  It  is  not  the  Baptist  Joint 
surfac^;  workaholics,  alcoholism,  are  never  going  to  agree  hook,  line.  Committee.  It  is  not  the  Baptist 
gambling,  abortion,  drug  addiction,  and  sinker  on  all  these  social  issues.  Center  for  Ethics.  It  is  the  (Christian 
pornography,  and  domestic  abuse  No  We  do  need  good  solid  information  to  Life  Commission  .  . .  .” 
sooner  do  we  begin  to  analyze  this  make  good  solid  decisions.  Surely  one  So,  amidst  all  the  charges  and 
than  a  more  contemporaneous  group  agency  could  provide  this.  counter-charges,  we  have  two  agen- 

arises :  genetic  engineering,  AIDS,  The  idea  of  involving  more  pmple  cies  speaking  for  Baptists  on  ethics 
sexually  transmitted  diseases,  from  colleges  and  seminaries  is  ex-  and  both  have  equal  opportunity  to  be 
harvesting  human  organs  and  tissues,  cellent.  CLC  could  do  with  a  wider  right  or  wrong.  The  ethics  of  having 
artificial  insemination  (donor  or  hus-  base  of  collecting  and  sifting  to  have  two  ethics  agencies  disturbs 
band),  and  homosexuality.  information.  me.  The  arguments  provided  by  both 

We  only  pause  to  catch  our  breath.  Daniel  Vestal,  formerly  of  Atlanta,  agencies  are  not  likely  to  improve  the 
We  have  to  decide  how  we  feel  about  now  of  Houston,  in  a  message  on  veracity  of  either  one.  Flaws,  defects, 
suicide  prevention,  teen  pregnancy,  “What  is  the  Cooperative  Baptist  personality  conflicts,  and  convention 
bio-medic  ethics,  poverty.  Fellowship?”  declared  it  to  be  (1)  a  controversy  intertwined  makes  a  very 
homelessness,  aging,  refugees  who  fellowship,  not  a  separate  convention  weak  rope  ...  for  which  Southern 
bring  their  culture  ai^  religions  when  or  denomination;  (2)  this  fellowship  Baptists  will  be  depending  for  our  in- 
they  come,  civil  disobedience,  not  to  is  Baptist,  with  the  conviction  that  formed  viewpoint  on  vital  issues.  This 
mention  vast  areas  of  energy,  conser-  each  individual  is  a  priest  unto  (Jod,  turf  war  will  be  expensive  and  naught 
vation,  inflation,  and  a  dozen  others  able  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God;  is  likely  to  be  settled, 
that  are  closing  in  on  us.  and  (3)  this  fellowship  is  cooperative  Is  there  not  a  way  the  CLC  can 

What  does  the  Bible  teach  on  all  in  an  environment  of  integrity,  broaden  its  base  to  include  new  issues 
these  issues?  What  do  we  teach  the  freedom,  and  servanthood.  and  utilize  experts  from  colleges  and 

next  generation?  How  am  1  supposed  Meanwhile,  Richard  Land,  director  seminaries?  Can  the  BCE  forego  the 
tofeelandthinkab<Hitallof  this?  Paul  of  CLC,  says,  “If  other  Baptists  feel  origin  of  a  new  agency  and  be 
Jones  and  his  staff  in  the  Christian  Ac-  the  need  to  do  something  in  the  area  cooperative  with  the  one  we  have? 


Ethicist  Ben  Mitchell 
chosen  for  CUU  post 


By  Louis  Moore 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Christian  tion  and  transplantation,  abortion,  the 
etNfcist  Carl  Benjamin  Mitchell,  36,  allocation  al  medical  resources,  organ 
will  be  nominated  for  the  pwition  of  donation/transplantation,  AIDS,  in¬ 
director  of  biomedical  and  life  issues  formed  consent,  medical  confiden- 
for  the  Christian  Life  Commission,  tiality,  euthanasia,  advanced  direc- 
CLC  Executive  Director  Richard  D.  tives  and  living  wills,  death  and  dy- 
izzled  as  our  pediatrician  examin-  I  watched  her  grow  from  a  tiny  baby  Land  will  present  Mitchell  to  the  ing,  and  drug  testing. 

I  her,  checking  heart,  eyes,  ears,  to  a  lovely  young  lady  I’ve  loved,  CLC’s  board  of  trustees  for  approval  He  holds  a  bachelor  of  science 
;i^t,  and  weight  and  I  knew  God  nourished,  and  directed  her  as  best  at  the  board  meeting  Sept.  1()-12  in  degree  from  Mississippi  State  Univer- 
id  “fearfully  and  wonderfully”  made  I’ve  known  how.  Nashville.  In  addition  to  biomedical  sity  and  a  master  of  divinity  degr^ 

!r  and  I  said,  ‘Thank  you.”  Thank  you  for  loving  her  enough  to  responsibilities  from  Swthwestem  Seminary.  He  is 

I  watched  her  daddy  run  alongside  give  her  fife  so  she  c(^d  experience  ^  '"Jf® 

;  she  tried  to  balance  on  her  new  ill  that  she  ha^  and  wiU.  Thank  you  of 

ke.  There  were  giggles  interspers-  for  allowing  me  to  introduce  her  to  the  ^ 

I  with  screams  until  she  conquered  Lord  Jesus,  into  whose  family  she  has  m  J  in 

e  art  of  riding  alone  and  I  said,  now  been  adopted  as  weU.  Parham  was  the  CLC  s  direc-  It  is  my  conviction  that  evei^  m- 

l^ank  vou  hunger  and  drug  concerns  and  formed  Christian  is  competent  to  do 

name  you.  ^  thank  my  Lord  for  extending  his  mce  relations.  The  BITE,  which  begins  ethics.  We  have  the  Bible  and  the  Ho- 

I  watched  her  that  first  day  of  marvelous  grace  to  us  that  by  your  operation  in  September,  is  aligned  ly  Spirit.  What  we  need  is  accurate 
ndergarten  and  thought  it  impossi-  decision  to  say  yes  to  life  you  have  "'‘th  the  Cooperative  Baptist  and  relevant  information.  That’s 
e  for  her  to  be  in  school  already,  made  our  lives  very  rich  and  full  of  Fellowship,  an  organization  of  where  I  want  to  be  of  help, 
here  she  sat  so  brave  and  there  I  joy.  moderates  who  are  unhappy  with  the  “I  want  to  help  ^uip  believers  to 

ood  so  scared  and  I  said,  “Thank  current  conservative  leader^p  of  the  make  ethical  decisions  and  influence 

)u.”  Philippiansl:3saysitall;  “Ithank  convention.  public  policy  in  an  increasingly 

I  watched  all  her  accomplishments,  my  (kra  everytime  I  remember  you.”  Medical  ethical  issues  include  pluralistic  society,”  Mitchell  said 
lared  in  her  di^ppointments,  laui^-  Clod  bless  you,  genetic  engineering,  artificial  in-  about  his  nomination. 

1  in  time  of  joy;  and  wiped  away  Her  Other  Mother  semination,  fetal  tissue  experimenta-  Moore  writes  for  CLC. 


Thanks  to  mothers  who  choose  hfe 


Note:  As  the  mother  of  an  adopted 
daughter,  I  would  like  to  submit  the 
enclosed  as  a  way  of  saying  thanks  to 
all  mothers  that  choose  life  for  their 
babies.  When  they  can’t  meet  the 
needs  of  that  baby  a  greater  love 
allows  them  to  let  that  baby  go  into  a 
home  where  the  needs  are  met  and 
much  love  is  given. 

(This  letter  is  in  response  to  Hillary 
Haik’s  story,  “My  Anti-Abortion 
Ttestimony.”) 

I  watched  our  infant  daughter  sleep¬ 
ing  so  peacefully  and  my  heart 
overflowed  with  joy  and  I  said, 
“Thank  you.” 

I  watched  those  little  wobbly  legs, 
determined  to  stand,  and  then  one 
step  at  a  time  get  stronger  and 
stronger  taking  her  places  she  had 
never  ventured  before  and  I  said, 
“Thank  you.” 
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Baptist  volunteers  get  ‘green  light’ 
to  travel  to  Soviet  Union  Sept.  2. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Word 
came  Aug.  21  from  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  a  team 
of  young  adult  volimteers  that  their 
Sept.  2-10  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union  has 
been  confirmed.  Debra  Brunt  of  Cor¬ 
inth,  Miss,  is  among  the  volunteers. 

'Team  members  waited  anxiously 
from  the  beginning  of  the  attempted 
CQup  to  oust  Soviet  President  Mil^il 
Gorbachev  to  know  whether  their  trip 
would  happen  as  planned. 

The  team  has  been  preparing  for 
months  to  distribute  70,000  Russian 
language  New  Testaments  in  three 
cities  in  the  Soviet  Union,  as  well  as 


By  Susan  Todd  Doyle 
to  conduct  a  variety  of  other 
ministries  and  worship  services  in 
each  city  at  the  invitation  of  Soviet 
Baptists. 

“We  see  this  as  an  opportune  time 
(for  the  trip)  and  not  inoppOTtune,” 
said  Tbm  Warrington,  associate  area 
director  for  Europe  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  Warrington  was  one  of 
the  FMB  staff  members  involved  in 
making  the  final  decision  for  the 
group. 

“We  have  been  in  touch  with  our 
missionaries  in  Moscow  and  foresee 
no  problems,”  he  said.  “People  there 
have  freedom  to  move  about  within 


the  city.  We  see  no  danger  at  this 
point.” 

The  group  planning  to  depart  for  the 
Soviet  Union  Sept.  2  includes  about  30 
young  adult  volunteers  enlisted  by 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  based  in 
Birmingham,  and  the  Brotherhood 
Commission,  based  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.  WMU  and  Brotherhood  are  the 
missions  arms  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  supporting  mission 
education,  mission  support,  mission 
action,  and  personal  witnessing  ef¬ 
forts  in  Southern  Baptist  churches. 

(See  ‘KIREEN  LIOHT”  on  page  9) 


BSSB  inaugurates  Drape 
approves  record  budget 


The  Second  Front  Page 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (ABP)  —  welcomed  in  a  two-hour  celebration  in 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.  was  inaugurated  Ihe  board’s  Van  Ness  Auditorium.  At 
Aug.  20  as  the  eighth  president  in  the  least  1,500  employees  and  other  in- 
Sunday  School  Board’s  100  years  of  terested  people  attended, 
history.  Draper  succeeds  Lloyd  Elder,  who' 

The  ceremony  for  Draper  was  sand-  was  forced  to  retire  after  seven  years 
wiched  between  two  daj^  of  meetings  as  president  in  a  dispute  with  SSB 
as  the  board’s  trustees  also  met  for  trustees.  Elder  will  remain  in 
their  regular  business  sessions.  A  Nashville  in  a  teaching  capacity  with 
1991-92  budget  was  approved,  topping  Belmont  College. 

$200  million  for  the  first  time.  During  his  inauguration  message. 

The  new  president  of  the  Southern  Draper  said  the  Sunday  School  Board 
Baptist  Convention’s  publishing  and  will  remain  “true  to  the  Bible.”  He 
education  arm  and  his  family  were  said  that  ‘thus  saith  the  Lord’  ends  all 
-  controversy.” 

The  former  Texas  Baptist  pastor 
quoted  from  J.  M.  Frost;  the  bird’s 
first  chief  executive,  in  an  introduc- 

^tion  to  the  book  “Baptist  Why 'or  Why 
Not,”  published  by  Uie  board  in  1900. 
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Convention  Board  approves 

$21,588,435  budget  for  ’92 


percent.  Otis  stated  the  committee 
would  not  back  up  again  this  year. 
He  noted  that  the  1991  budget  in- 
According  to  budget  chairman  Larry  eludes  no  new  monies  for  MB(JB  pro- 

.r  .•  j  ° - •-  -  -  Otis  of  Tupelo,  this  means  that  of  the  grams,  only  raises  for  staffers. 'That 

mllible  rule  of  faith  and  practice  and  Building  in  Jackson,  approved  the  total  budget  increase  which  totals  would  be  four  percent  for  cost  of  liv- 
insist  upon  ^  absolute  iiwrrancy  and  budget  with  only  two  negative  votes  $638,473,  the  additional  SBC  portion  ing  and  up  to  two  percent  for  merit 
sole  authority  of  the  Word  of  God.  We  after  unanimous  recommendation  of  will  be  $236,235  and  the  Mississippi  raises. 

recognize  at  this  point  no  room  for  both  the  budget  committee  and  the  causes  portion  would  be  $402,238.  The  recommendation  adopted  by 
division,  either  of  practice  or  belief,  board’s  Executive  Committee.  ,  The  change  from  the  1984-initiated  the  1984  convention  asked  future  Con¬ 
or  even  sentiment.  More  and  more  we  The  only  area  of  controversy  con-  tradition  was  recommended  by  the  ventions  to  add  a  half  percent  to  the 
m^t  come  to  feel  as  the  deep^t  and  cerning  the  budget  came  in  discussion  budget  committee  because  last  year  portion  of  Cooperative  Program  gifts 
mightiest  power  of  our  cMiviction  that  of  a  traditional  increase  in  percentage  for  the  first  time  more  of  the  budget  going  to  SBC  causes, 
a  thus  saith  the  Ixird  ends  all  con-  of  budget  going  to  SBC  causes  outside  increase  went  to-SBC  causes  than  At  that  time,  during  a  promotion 
troversy.”  the  state.  Since  1984,  the  convention  stayed  in  Mississippi.  called  Planned  Growth  in  Giving,  con- 

Of  Frost’s  use  of  the  word  “inerran-  has  voted  to  increase  the  SBC  causes  “We  are  not  cutting  our  gifts  to  the  vention  leaders  believed  that  rhnr. 


NASHVILLE  —  Joy  Lang,  who  has 
been  employed  at  the  Houston  Baptist 
Book  Store  for  45  years,  the  longest 
tenure  of  any  Sunday  School  Board 
employee,  presented  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 
a  Bible  during  his  inauguration  as  the 
eighth  president  of  the  board.  (BP  photo 
by  Jim  Veneman) 


N.C.  church  hears  both  sides 


Baptist  leaders  lay  groundwork 
for  deaf  ministry  in  Soviet  Union 

By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Vladimir  Boev,  When  Bearden  was  in  the  Soviet  deaf  people  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
superintendent  of  a  union  of  40  chur-  Union,  he  traveled  to  Moscow,  Len-  One  stop  on  Bearden’s  tour  was  the 

ches  in  the  Soviet  Union,  was  in  the  ingrad,  Tver,  and  Voronish.  He  Leningrad  Society  of  the  Deaf.  In 
United  States  in  August  to  study  deaf  preached  in  churches  and  distributed  response,  150  to  200  deaf  people  at- 
ministries.  His  trip  came  three  copies  (rf  the  Gospel  of  John  in  schools  tended  their  first  Baptist  worship 
months  after  Clarter  Bearden,  Home  for  the  deaf,  businesses  that  employ  service  that  afternoon.  Bearden  said 
Mission  Board  consultant  for  the  deaf,  deaf  pe<^le,  and  theaters  with  deaf  several  decisions  were  made  during 
spent  three  weeks  in  the  U.S.S.R.  performers.  ^  the  invitation. 

“Pray  that  our  people  don’t  seek  TTie  purpose  of  his  trip,  Bearden  Next  year,  a  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union 

silver  and  gold.  Pray  that  they  will  said,  was  to  “help  the  Baptist  Union  is  planned  for  deaf  leaders  from  the 
seek  the  church  and  seek  the  Word  of  share  the  gospel  with  the  deaf  and  to  United  States  to  train  Russian  pastors 
God,”  Boev  said.  “When  many  people  create  an  awareness  of  deaf  people  and  interpreters  to  begin  deaf  wwk  in 
repent  in  our  country,  then  God  will  among  the  churches  we  visited.”  their  churches  and  other  areas, 
bless.”  Bearden  said  there  are  about  200,000  Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


Mississippians  in  Hawaii 

PEARL  CaiY,  Hawaii  —  “One  Voice”  (foreground),  a  singing  group  directed  by 
Qraham  Smith,  stale  music  director  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  , 
piwsnied  a  cortcert  of  evangelistic  music  at  Pearlridge  Shopping  Center  in  Pearl 
GMn;  Hawaii,  as  a  part  of  the  Musicians  on  Mission  volunteer  project.  The  group  sang 
in  clNirohes,  health  care  centers,  and  shopping  malls.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Willis) 

Musicians  on  Mission 
have  power  for  victory 

By  Charles  Willis 


HONOLULU  (BP)  -  Christian 
musicians  seeking  to  return  power  to 
“godly  things”  have  that  ability 
through  their  musical  skills,  a 
Southern  Baptist  professor  told 
mainland  U.S.  and  Hawaii  Baptists 
during  the  15th  and  final  Musicians  on 
Mission  workshop,  Aug.  9-11. 

William  L.  Hendricl^,  professor  of 
Christian  theology  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  spoke  to 
150  workshop  registrants  at  Olivet 
Baptist  Church  in  Honolulu. 

Included  in  the  workshop  were  69 
mainland  U.S.  Southern  Baptists  who 
volunteered  to  attend  the  workshop  at 
their  own  expense  and  to  work  after¬ 
ward  in  Hawaii  Baptist  churches  re¬ 
questing  musical  training. 

‘The  demonic  have  tom  the  power 
from  godly  things,”  Hendricks  said. 
‘The  world  sings  the  songs  of  lust  and 
greed  and  hate  There  is  a  God-shaped 
vacuum  in  the  heart  of  every  soul,  and 
the  world  tries  to  fiU  it  with  lust, 
mon^,  and  alcohol  that  tourists  bring 
to  this  place” 

Jim  L.  Harvey,  director  of  the 
church  devei^ment  division  of  the 
Hawaii  Baptist  Cfonvention,  agreed 
the  musk  for  which  the  islands  are 
famous  is  not  Christian  musk.  The  in- 
volvement  of  volunteers  to  strengthen 
church  music  programs  in  Hawaii 
provided  ‘Enhancement  of  our  wor- 
sbm  and  personal  hispirational  help. 

‘TWeEe  very  coocemod  about  train¬ 
ing  aaore  people  in  the  congregation 
in  using  me  l^nmal  in  singing  and 
peraonal  devotional  life,”  Harvey  con- 
ttoMML  “We  want  to  the  churches 
beosne  more  attractive  to  outsiders 


with  better  worship  services  and  bet¬ 
ter  music.” 

The  efforts  of  30  individuals  and  two 
singing  groups  through  Musicians  on 
Mission  has  been  “helpful  and  very  in¬ 
tense  for  us,”  Harvey  said.  “What  we 
hope  is  that  we  can  take  what  we  have 
learned  and  extend  it  over  several 
years  in  music  training  and  music 
leadership. 

“We  like  the  mix  of  participation 
with  peofde  from  the  mainland,  rather 
than  their  doing  it  all  for  us.  This  will 
he  remembered  forever. 

“We’ve  known  we  have  the  best 
(Southern  Baptist)  materials  and 
leadership.  It  just  helps  us  to  meet 
some  of  them  personally.” 

The  150  workshop  participants 
came  frmn  10  mainland  states  in¬ 
cluding  Mississippi,  and  the  islands  of 
Oahu,  Kauai,  Maui,  and  Hawaii. 

'The  woricshop  and  mission  project 
concluded  a  6-)tear  project  spmisixed 
by  the  Sunday  School  Board’s  Church 
Music  Department.  Since  the  first 
workshop  and  volunteer  effort  in  1965, 
1,400  volunteers  have  served  in  620 
churches  in  California,  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  Maryland,  In^na,  the 
District -of  Columbia,  Massachusetts, 
Ohio,  Oregon,  Colorado,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Arizona,  and  Hawaii. 

In  Hawaii,  vohmteers  led  choir 
clinics,  provided  sound  equidment  ad¬ 
vice,  a^  helped  local  leaders  with 
congregational  singing  needs.  They 
also  offered  keyboard  help,  in¬ 
strumental  training,  worship  planning 
^idance,  and  s^  and  ensemble 
improvements. 

WillU  writes  for  BSSB. 


CSower  will  nominate  Moody 


Ckwer  of  Grand  Ole  Opry  fame  has  announced  his  intention  to 
Jess  Mooife  far  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Clower 
!  statement  whue  visiting  the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson. 

Qte  the  need  to^  someone  outside  the  South,  Clower  said  klMxly,  pastor 
of  flnpherd  Hills  Cnurch,  Hollywood,  would  be  a  natinal,  and  that  Moody 
oomH  todd  the  Cooventioo  together. 

Qimer  said  he  has  known  J^  Moody  since  1956,  and  has  requested  to  be 
permitted  to  nominate  him  at  the  Indianapolis  Cfonvnhon  next  June. 

An  active  Baptist  layntian  from  Vhzoo  Gty,  Clower  htti^  advocated  more 
harmoity  and  less  bickering  within  the  Oxivention.  He  caDs  for  Convention 
leaders  to  together,  pray  together,  and  then  together  we  can  press  on  in 
the  Lord’s  woi^.” 


From  page  3 

a  plaque  to  be  placed  in  the  board’s 
Nashi^e  offices. 

Participants  on  the  inauguration 
program  represented  the  Southern 
Bap^  Convention,  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions,  churches,  directors  of  mis-  ^ 
sions,  and  employees.  Other  speakers 
included  SBC  president  Morris  Chap¬ 
man,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  and  former 
president  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  (rf 
Bellevue  COurch  in  Memphis,  Ttenn. 

Draper,  55,  was  elected  July  18  and 
assumed  the  presidency  Aug.  17  after 
16  years  as  pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Euless,  Texas. 

Other  former  SBC  presidents 
attendii^  the  service  were  Atlanta 
evangelist  Bailey  Smith  and  Franklin 
Paschall,  former  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Nashville. 

Two  of  the  three  living  former  board 
presidents.  Elder  and  James  Sullivan, 
attended  the  inauguration.  Retired 
board  president  Grady  Cfothen,  who 
now  lives  in  Coral  Springs,  Fla.,  sent 
a  letter  of  greeting. 

Drapw  pledged  to  emphasize  four 
dimensions  of  leadership  —  spiritual, 
bisiness,  organization,  aind  people  He 
said  he  will  represent  the  brard  to  its 
constituencies  —  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  state  conventions,  and  SBC 
agencies  and  institutions.  He  praised 
the  “strong  structure”  of  the  board 
and  its  “wonderful  foundation  and 
success  we  have  to  build  on.” 

Besides  Chapman  and  Rogers, 
others  partkipating  on  the  program 
were  D.  L.  Lowrie,  Tennessee  Baptist 
Conventkneaecutive  director;  Luther 
Dyer,  retired  director  of  missions 
from LMteland,  Fla.;  board chairnum 
Bill  Anderson  of  Clearwater,  Fla.; 
Bobby  Welch,  vice  chairman  of  the 
presidential  search  committee, 
Da3dooa  Beach,  Fla.;  Leland  C^mn- 
ingbam,  35-year  SSB  employee; 
Frank  Palmer,  trustee  from  Red¬ 
mond,  Ore.;  and  Joy  Lang,  45-year 


employee  (rf  the  Baptist  Book  Store  in 
Houston. 

The  new  president’s  brother, 
Charles  Draper,  a  pastor  from 
Hondulu,  Hawaii,  closed  the  program 
wjt^'prayer.  Music  was  provid^ 
the  choir  and  cxchestra  of  Two  lUvers 
Church,  Nashville. 

During  the  business  sessions,  it  was 
noted  that  the  board  has  sold  a  million 
copies  of  the  new  Baptist  Hymnal. 
Those  sales  amounting  to  more  than 
$6  million  have  boosted  the  year-to- 
date  financial  report  above  bu^et. 

Trustees  approved  a  $205.3  miUion 
budget  for  1991-92,  $14.8  million  above 
the  current  operating  budget.  It 
marks  the  first  time  an  SBC  agency 
has  passed  a  $200  million  budget. 

Trustees  also  voted  to  eliminate  a 
previously  approved  5%  price  in¬ 
crease  for  dat^  church  literature  aixl 
instead  to  initiate  a  6%  shipping-and- 
handling  charge  on  ail  retail  orders, 
beginning  in  January  1992. 

The  mid-year  financial  report 
revealed  that  “while  it  appears  lik^ 
ly  that  the  SSB  will  generate  the 
highest  total  revenue  in  history,  this 
doK  not  translate  to  the  best  hnancial 
year  in  its  history.” 

The  report  said  that  funds  provid¬ 
ed  from  (^rations  “are  not  likely  to 
approach  the  level  achieved  in  fiscal 
year  1963-84.” 

Reports  were  givm  on  product  sales 
of  more  than  11,000  copies  of  the  first 
volume  of  the  New  American  Com¬ 
mentary  released  in  June,  and  more 
than  16,000  copies  of  the  Holman  Bi¬ 
ble  Dictionary.  The  second  commen¬ 
tary  volume  is  scheduled  for  a 
September  release 

Harry  Piland,  directm*  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  di  vision,  reported  that  new 
“Breakthrough”  Sunday  School 
literature  is  bdng  shipped  to  dxDcte 
for  the  fall  quarter  ttiat  plans  to 
train  “Breakthrough”  constants 
aonss  the  country  are  on  sdiedule 


Gains  were  shown  in  Baptist  Book 
Stores,  Holman  and  Broadman 
publish!^,  and  Convention  Pr^. 
Church  literature  sales  were  r^xxted 
at  4.4%  above  last  year  but  0.8%  bdow 
budget,  with  an  estimated  actual 
decline  of  1.3%  in  unit  sales. 

Declines  in  sales  were  reported  in 
the  areas  of  Genevox  Music  and 
Church  Information  Systems. 
Revenue  from  operation  of  conference 
centers,  while  0.9%  above  last  year, 
continued  to  be  1.9%  below  budget. 
The  report  said  improvements  in  ac¬ 
counting  and  distribution  operations 
will  save  the  board  more  than  $900,000 
annually. 

Officers  re-elected  include  Bill 
Anderson,  pastor  of  Calvary  Church, 
Qearwater,  Fla.,  chairman;  Eugene 
Mims,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
(Cleveland,  Tenn.,  vice  chairman  and 
chairman  of  executive  committee; 
and  Burgess  Guinn,  layman  from  Cor- 
nersville,  Tenn.,  recording  secretary. 

A  committee  was  named  to  study 
the  feasibility  and  need  for  election  (tf 
local  trustees  to  the  board.  Present 
guidelines  allow  several  trustees  from 
a  close  radius  to  Nashville  to 
elected  in  addition  to  those  represen- 
tmg  state  conventions.  It  was  noted 
that  some  SBC  institutions  are  mov¬ 
ing  to  eliminate  the  local  trustees. 

James  Williams,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
attended  his  last  meeting.  He  an¬ 
nounced  his  resignation  during  the 
summer  and  has  been  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Brotherhood 
Conunisskn. 

Chairman  Anderson  named  a  com¬ 
mittee  “to  work  with  the  administra¬ 
tion”  in  selecting  a  successw  to 
Williams.  The  committee  includes 
DanChllins,lhylors,S.C.;  A1  Jackson, 
Auburn,  Ala.;  Rick  Forrester, 
Lawrenceville,  Ga.;  Palmer;  and 
Kirk  Humphreys,  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.  Anderson  and  Mims  will  serve 
as  needed. 
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each  other  vociferously  at  national 
conventtons,  the  peome  filling  the 
pews  have  been  laigdy  uninvotved. 

However,  when  disgruntled 
moderate-conservatives  formed  the 
Fellowship  in  late  1990,  laymen  began 
to  take  notice. 

‘Tt’s  a  verv  important  time  for  our 
church  and  all  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  determine  where  to  cnan- 
nel  our  funds,”  Melzoni  said. 

Melzoni,  who  came  to  Hickorv 
about  three  months  ago,  served  with 
Chapman  at  First  Chur^  of  Wkhita 
Fklls,  Texas,  for  three  years. 


He  also  was  an  associate  sf  WA. 
Criswell,  pastor  of  FTrst  Onirch  of 
Dallas  and  a  leader  In  the 
fundamental-conservative  ranks. 

“I  was  very  much  involved  in  the 
1979  and  ’80  ^fort  (to  gain  contrid  of 
the  SBC)  because  I  did  believe 
changes  needed  to  be  made,”  Melzoid 
said. 

“But  I  feel  like  the  penduhan  has 
swung  too  far.  We  are  secdng  throats 
cut  and  good  people  exchiM  from 
service,  and  that  bothers  me.” 

Melzoni  sgid  he  decided  to  educate 
his  congr^tion  by  invit^  leaden--' 
from  the  dkparate  groups  imd  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  present  their  sides. 

Members  of  other  congregations 
heard  about  the  meetings  and  attend¬ 


ed  as  well. 

Ekic  McNeefy,  a  Ufekqg  member  of 
First  Church,  said:  “A  m  of  people 
are  confused.  Hopefully,  these  two 
nights  will  he4>  settle  wit  issue.” 

TTmothy  DMton,  a  member  of 
another  nearby  dni^  said:  “A  lot  of 
churches  are  really  undecided  about 
what  to  da  But  this  will  probably 
make  the  difference  in  hdi^  Pint 
ChiBxdi  to  decide” 

As  Chapman  fielded  questions 
about  his  IradmUpand  beli^  some 
heads  nodded  in  assent.  Many  others 
-shook  side  to  side 

The  church  members  will  decide  in 
30  days  where  to  send  their  money. 

Onhu  it  a  reporter  for  the  ]WliwtoB- 
Salem  (N.C.)  JOURNAL. 


Bible  drill  winner  goes  to  Ridgecrest 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  —  Chris  Wallace,  center,  at  Rocky  Creek  Church  in  Lucedale, 
participated  in  a  Youth  Bible  Drill  demonstration  recently  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Con¬ 
ference  Center,  where  he  was  invited  to  attend  Discipieship  Training  Week  sponsored 
by  the  Sunc^  School  Board.  Wallace  was  the  stale  Bible  drill  winner  from  Mississippi. 
At  left  is  Keith  Sheritan,  of  Aloma  Baptist  Church  in  Winter  Springs,  Fla.,  and  at  right 
is  Bridget  Diggs  of  Southside  Baptist  Church  in  Pinson,  Tenn.  (Photo  by  Terri  Lackey) 

Fellowship  begins  search 
for  executive  director 

By  Sarah  Zimmerman 


Moscow  missionaries  witness 


“three  days  that  shook 

By  Erich  Bridges 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship,  the  moderate 
group  of  Southern  ^ptists  rr^nized 
in  May  this  ^r,  is  looking  for  its  first 
executive  director. 

In  a  press  release  announcing  ftxin- 
aticM)  of  the  executive  director  search 
committee,  John  Hewett,  moderate 
of  the  Fellowship,  said,  “We  are  now 
at  the  place  where  we  need  profes¬ 
sional  staff  to  support  and  implement 
the  actions  of  the  Fellowship. 

“We  are  looking  for  a  free  and 
faithful  Baptist  who  shares  our  vision 
for  the  future  and  can  direct  the  day- 
to-day  operations  of  this  new 
organization,”  said  Hewett  who  is 
pastor  of  First  Church  of  Asheville, 
N.C. 

James  Slatton,  pastor  of  River 
Road  Church  in  Richmond,  Va.,  is 
search  ctnnmittee  chairman.  He  said 


the  ctnnmittee  has  not  met  and  he  did 
not  want  to  speak  for  the  group  about 
its  plans. 

Recommendations  for  the  executive 
director  position  can  be  sent  to  Slat- 
ton  at  River  Road  Baptist  Church, 
Ridge  and  Rivo*  Road,  Richmmid,  Va. 
23229. 

In  addition  to  Slatton  and  Hewett, 
the  conunittee  includes  Kii%  Gods^, 
president  of  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Ga. ;  (hrolyn  Chle  Busy,  youth 
minister  at  Lake  Shore  Church  in 
Waco,  Ihxas ;  Lavonn  Brown,  p^tor  of 
First  Church  in  Norman,  Okla.; 
Dorothy  Sample,  former  national 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  president 
of  Flint,  Mich. ;  Walter  Shu^en,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christianity  at  Mercer 
University;  and  Martha  Smith,  piano 
teacher  from  Gastonia,  N.C. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


MOSCOW  (BP)  —  How  does  it  feel 
to  be  in  Moscow  during  what  may  be 
the  most  important  days  since  the  1917 
communist  revolution? 

“It  feels  kind  of  amazing  to  be  right 
here,  like  you  can’t  really  comprehend 
everything  that’s  goir^  on,”  admitted 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  Veda 
Rae  Lozuk  in  an  Aug.  22  telephone 
interview. 

Lozuk  and  her  husband,  George,  the 
son  (rf  Russian  and  Polish  immigrants 
to  the  United  States,  were  Southern 
Baptists’  furst  missionaries  assigned 
to  the  Soviet  Union.  The  Lozuks  of 
Fort  WmTh  and  Corpus  CSuristi,  Texas, 
arrived  in  Moscow  earlier  this  year  to 
work  with  Soviet  Baptists,  hardly 
realizing  tanks  would  roll  through  the 
streets  before  summer’s  end  in  a  fail¬ 
ed  attempt  to  overthrow  Soviet  Presi¬ 
dent  Mikhail  Gorbachev  and  his 
reforms. 

“We  asked  a  friend  who  was  over  at 
our  house  yesterday,  ‘Has  there  ever- 
been  a  thing  like  this  in  the  history  of 
Russia?’  Ai^  he  said,  ‘No,  nothing  like 
this,  where  the  people  surrounded  a 
leader  they  loved  (Russian  President 
Bcnis  Yeltsin)  and  wouldn’t  let  the  ar¬ 
my  get  to  him,’  ”  Lozuk  related.  “This 
is  a  tremendous  thing.” 

The  Lozuks  joined  Russian 
believers  at  a  small  Baptist  church 
Aug.  19,  the  first  full  day  of  the  coup 
attempt,  to  pray.  No  one  knew  exact¬ 
ly  what  would  happen  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  but  the  future  looked  bleak. 

But  the  CJhristians  praying  in  that 
small  church  weren’t  afraid. 

“They  just  said,  ‘Let’s  worship  God, 


Two  doctors 
join  hospital 
staff  in  Bangkla 

At  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  BangUa, 
Thailand,  two  additional  Christian 
Thai  doctors  have  joined  the  staff  in 
recent  months,  said  Maxine  Stewart, 
missi(Miary  press  representative. 

Coming  to  join  the  one  Thai  Chris¬ 
tian  doctor,  Somporn  Sumalnop,  who 
has  been  working  at  the  hospital  for 
more  than  20  years,  is  Niran  Pat- 
taranukool,  who  has  training  in 
tropical  m^icine  and  does  general 
practice,  and  Jirachat  ‘Rmtapharak, 
who  is  board  certified  in  surgery  and 
does  a  full  range  of  general  surgical 
procedures.  Medical  director  John 
Gibson,  M.D.,  said  “We  were  again 
able  to  minister  to  over  30,000  outpa¬ 
tients  and  over  4,000  inpatients  this 
past  year.” 

The  retirement  of  missionary  doc- 
hx*  Orby  Butcher  in  1992,  will  leave  the 
hospital  with  only  one  missionary 
physician  remaining  in  Bangkla.  “We 
feel  that  the  truest  for  another 
career  physician  is  as  critical  as  ever,” 
says  Gibsm.  “We  feel  the  hospital  will 
continue  to  require  at  least  two  mis¬ 
sionary  physicians  for  the  foreseeable 
future.” 

Another  area  of  need  is  in  the 
laboratory.  Gibson  points  out,  “We 
need  a  short  term  lab  technician  to 
help  train  our  present  techs  to  do  their 
job  better.” 

There  are  plans  for  the  hospital  to 
begin  dental  work  next  year.  'Ihe  wife 
of  Dr.  Pattaranukool,  Dr.  Joom,  is  a 
dentist  who  would  like  to  share  in  the 
ministry  of  the  hospital. 


let’s  continue,’  ”  Lozuk  reported. 
“Th^  were  resigned  to  what  was  hap¬ 
pening  and  yet  there  was  a  determina¬ 
tion  —  a  resignation  and  determina¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time,  if  you  can  im¬ 
agine  that  —  on  the  faces  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  they’re  going  on.” 

Some  Russian  Baptists  joined  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  believers  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  other  citizens  outside  the 
Russian  parliament  building  where 
Boris  Yeltsin  defied  hard-line  coup 
leaders  and  their  tanks,  she  said. 

“All  of  these  150,000  people  just 
gathered  around,  and  I  think  it  was  a 
tremendous  testimony  of  wanting 
their  self-determination,”  she  said. 
“They  had  elected  him,  and  they 
want^  him  to  serve.” 

When  the  tanks  rolled  out  of 
Moscow  and  the  people  had  won  the 
day,  “joy  and  thankfulness  to  the 
Lord”  broke  out  among  Russian 
Christians,  she  added.  Her  husband, 
who  met  with  Soviet  Baptist  leader 
Gregori  Komendant  at  ^e  Moscow 
Baptist  offices  Aug.  22,  said  the  Bap¬ 
tist  leadership  is  “ecstatic”  about  the 
triumph  of  democracy  and  new  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  spreading  the  gospel.  He 
said  they  held  a  prayer  meeting  of 
thanksgiving. 

The  Lozu^  also  are  happy  —  and 
relieved.  A  Russian  friend  told  them 
one  of  the  first  priorities  of  the  coup 
leaders  would  have  been  to  “kick  all 
the  foreigners  out  of  the  country.” 

The  other  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  Soviet  Union,  Stephen 
and  Marilyn  Haines  of  Sterling  and 
Leesburg,  Va.,  who  arrived  in  Kiev 


the  world” 


Aug.  1,  also  are  safe,  the  Lozuks  said. 
New  missionaries  Danny  and  Libby 
Panter  of  Pascagoula  and  Jackson, 
Miss,,  were  still  scheduled  to  arrive 
in  Moscow  Aug.  22.  Fifteen  other 
Southern  Baptist  aid  workers  in  three 
Soviet  republics  also  are  safe;  several 
were  traveling  abroad  when  the 
takeover  attempt  unfolded. 

“This  is  the  time  to  thank  God,” 
Lozuk  declared.  “He  definitely  has  his 
hand  on  all  of  this.  I  was  reading  the 
Bible  today,  and  I  was  thinking  ...  he 
has  plans  for  us  here  in  the  country 
and  he  has  a  plan  for  this  whole  great 
nation,  really  a  combination  of  na¬ 
tions  of  people. 

“I  wouldn’t  be  surprised  to  see  a 
spiritual  movement  sweep  over  this 
country,  because  people  are  so  hungry , 
and  so  thirsty  for  the  Word  of  God  and 
they’ve  been  denied  the  hearing  of  it 
for  such  a  very  long  time,”  she  said. 

“It’s  exciting  to  be  a  part  of  it  ri^t 
now.  We  wouldn’t  trade  places  with 
anyone.” 

Bridges  writes  for  FMB. 


The  meaning  of  the  pyramid  and 
the  eye  above  it,  on  the  back  of  a 
dollar  bill?  The  pyramid  symbolizes 
the  strength  of  the  union  of  the  states 
which  make  up  our  land.  The  top  of 
the  pyramid  is  unfinished,  meaning 
there  is  still  work  to  be  done  to  make 
our  system  ever  better.  The  eye  stands 
for  the  all-seeing  God,  Supreme 
Builder  of  the  Universe. 


Student  missions  applications 
drop,  field  requests  increase 

By  Chip  Alford 


GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  -  A  staff 
member  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
expressed  concern  during  an  Aug.  14 
Student  Conference  Forum  at 
Glorieta  Conference  Center  over  what 
he  termed  a  “disturbing”  drop  in  sum¬ 
mer  missions  applications  college 
students. 

According  to  Van  Simmons, 
associate  director  of  short-term 
volunteers  at  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  the  number  of  HMB-paid  stu¬ 
dent  summer  missionaries  has  drop¬ 
ped  by  more  than  200  in  the  last  flve 
yeai^  from  739  in  1986  to  526  for  1991. 
During  the  same  time  period, 
however,  requests  for  student  summer 
missionaries  from  the  Held  have  in¬ 
creased,  he  said. 

“We  did  not  fill  288  positions  this 
summer  for  our  8-10  week  summer 
missions  program,”  Simmons  said. 
“That  to  me  is  a  very  disturbing 
figure  and  it  concerns  me.” 

Factors  included:  a  growing  trend 
toward  Baptist  Student  Unions,  state 
conventions,  and  local  churches 
organizing  and  funding  their  own  mis¬ 
sion  trips  separate  from  the  organiz¬ 
ed  missions  program;  a  growing 
number  of  students  who  cannot  take 
summer  missions  positions  because 
they  need  to  earn  more  money  to  pay 


increasing  tuition  costs;  and  a  lack  of 
awareness  about  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities  among  students  and  student 
leaders. 

Another  factor  in  the  decline,  panel 
leaders  said,  is  matiy  students  are  opt¬ 
ing  for  shorter-term  summer  mission 
projects  offered  by  the  HMB,  FMB, 
BSUs,  and  state  conventions. 

In  her  report  to  the  group,  FMB  in¬ 
ternational  services  department  con¬ 
sultant  Karen  Park  said  17  of  147 
foreign  missionary  requests  for 
spring  and  summer  student  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  unfilled  in  1991.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  57  of  154  requests  for  special 
project  summer  missionaries  were 
unfilled.  Some  of  those  ptijects,  she 
said,  were  canceled  by  state 
conventions. 

Panel  leaders  also  reported: 

—  Fewer  applications  for  the  HMB 
US-2  {Mtigram  were  received  in  1991 
than  ever  before. 

—  Only  46  journeymen  were  sent 
out  by  the  FMB  this  year,  less  than 
half  the  number  who  went  for  a  two- 
year  appointment  the  previous  year. 

—  As  many  as  20  student  semester 
missions  positions  may  not  be  filled 
by  the  HMB  because  of  a  lack  of 
applications. 

Alford  writes  for  BSSB. 


‘‘Maximizing  Videos  Poterttiai 
in  IVaining”  Conferences 

SEPTEMBER  16,  1091  SEPTEMBER  17,  1001 

Calvary  Baptist  Church  Lauderdale  Baptist  Center 
Hipelo,  MS  Meridian,  MS 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1001 

First  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport,  MS 

7:00-8:30  p.m. 

Conference  leader,  Chip  Hirner, 
is  director  of  Media  Services  for 
the  Louisiana  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  and 
author  of  “The  Church  Video 
Answerbook.” 

All  these  conferences  will  include  . .  . 

.  .  .  Helping  church  program  leaders  to  achieve  train¬ 
ing  goals  with  video 

.  .  .  Proper  setup  of  video  for  training  sessions 
.  .  .  Developing  a  video  ministry  in  your  church 

Sponsored  by  Department  of  Broadcast  Services 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Farrell  Blankenship.  Director 

Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi  And  The  World  To  Jesus 
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Nurses  find  miracles,  answered 
prayers  among  Kurdish  refugees 


On  May  18,  1991,  Mike  Barnes  of 
Jackson  boarded  a  plane  for  a  trip 
that  would  radically  change  his  life. 
Little  did  he.  know  that  trip  would  af¬ 
fect  the  lives  of  almost  10,000  people 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world  as  well. 

Barnes  left  Jackson  for  a  three- 
week  volunteer  mission  effort  among 
the  Kurdish  refugees  encamped  along 
the  T\irkish  border  with  Iraq.  Ginical 
coordinator  for  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Medical  Center,  and  member  of 
First  Church,  Verona,  he  was  part  of 
a  team  of  five  who  went  to  Diyarbakir, 
Turkey,  under  auspices  of  Global 
Partners  of  London  to  administer 
medical  aid  to  the  Kurds. 

He  was  joined  by  Kaye  Wilson  of 
Clinton,  member  of  First  Church, 
Madison,  and  assistant  professor  of 
nursing,  Mississippi  College,  also 
nursing  student  liaison  for  Baptist 
Nursing  Fellowship,  lb  date,  Barnes 
and  Wilson  are  the  only  two  Mississip- 
pians  to  volunteer  among  the  Kurdish 
people. 

Through  Baptist  Nursing  Fellow¬ 
ship,  Kaye  was  contacted  by  Alvinia 
Michalec  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  Prerequisites  for  the  trip  were 
that  the  prospective  volunteer  have 
current  passport  and  immunizations. 
Kaye  fit  the  bill. 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 

When  Mike’s  shift  supervisor  men¬ 
tioned  the  trip  while  on  duty  at 
MBMC,  Mike  overheard  and  im¬ 
mediately  felt  an  urge  to  go. 

“All  during  the  Gulf  war,  I  stayed 
glued  to  the  television,”  says  Mike  of 
his  desire  to  help  the  Kurds.  “At  that 
time,  I  kept  thinking  I  would  have 
given  anything  to  go  over  and  help 
those  people.” 

But  Mike  had  never  volunteered 
before,  and  funds  were  not  available 
for  him,  as  they  were  not  for  Kaye. 
Each  felt  urging  from  the  Lord,  and 
volunteered  despite  the  financial 
obstacle. 

Only  one  day  before  the  order  had 
to  be  placed  for  her  tickets,  Kaye 
receiv^  $1,600  in  less  than  two  hours. 
Kaye’s  Sunday  School  class  and  even 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Yazoo  Ci¬ 
ty  donated  funds  to  make  it  possible 
for  her  to  go.  Mike  received  donations 
from  churches  all  over  Mississippi 
and  several  anonymous  sources; 
MBMC  paid  for  his  plane  ticket  and 
his  time  away  from  work.  With  less 
than  24  hours  between  his  scheduled 
departure  for  'Turkey  and  his  arrival 
from  a  seminar  in  B^ton,  he  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  himself  so  calm  about 
all  the  unresolved  details. 

‘The  Lord  worked  it  all  out,”  says 


Volunteers  who  administered  medical  aid  to  the  Kurdish  refugees  are  shown  under 
The  Dalai  Bridge  in  Iraq.  Left  to  right  are  Marty  Brown  of  Nicosea,  Cyprus; 
Lee  Baggett,  Guadalajara,  Mexico;  Per  Heiberg,  pastor  from  Sweden;  Kaye  Wilson, 
assistant  professor  of  nursing  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton;  Don  Mullen;  and 
Mika  Barnes,  clinical  coordinator  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  Jackson. 


Kaye  ‘The  United  Nations  provided 
many  of  the  sui^lies ;  drug  companies 
donated  bandages  and  other  needs; 
when  we  arrived,  we  found  that 
among  our  team,  none  of  our  roles 
was  duplicated.  Each  of  us  had  a  (hf- 
ferent  specialty.  There  was  even  an 
engineer  from  Georgia  who  didn’t 
know  what  his  purpose  was  to  be,  but 
he  ended  up  directing  the  clinic, 
because  there  was  no  one  there  to  do 
it.” 

Kaye  also  talked  of  the  miracle  God 
worked  when  he  provided 
replacements  for  the  clinic  only  two 
days  before  the  team  was  schedided 
to  leave;  no  replacement  volunteers 
had  been  expected  at  all. 

Once  at  the  camp,  the  two  nurses 
assumed  their  respective  duties  — 
Kaye  as  OB  nurse,  and  Mike  in  the 
outpatient  dispense^.  Because  of  ttie 
strict  code  governing  male/female 
relations  in  Muslim  countries,  Kaye 
found  a  great  need  for  her  services. 

*The  team  rented  a  house,  and  were 
si^rised  to  find  they  could  get  along 
without  knowing  each  other  prior  to 
the  trip. 

Though  displaced,  sick,  devastated 
by  grief  and  war,  refugees  were  found 
by  the  mission  t^m  to  be  a  gracious 
pmple  who  shared  meager  meals 
with  the  volunteers. 

“They  were  so  amazed  to  be  loved,” 
Mike  said. 

“I  told  them  that  I  came  because  I 
wanted  to  come,  I  cared  because 
Christ  cared,”  said  Kaye. 

Through  the  opportunities  for  con¬ 
versation,  the  “Lord  opened  the  door 
to  witness,  even  in  a  Muslim  country 
where  you’re  not  supposed  to  witness,” 
said  the  two. 

“There  were  absolutely  no  stumbl¬ 
ing  blocks  during  the  whole  trip,”  each 
confirmed. 

Though  Mike  had  a  bout  of  typhoid, 
it  only  put  him  out  of  commission  for 
sue  hours.  Though  there  was  a  water 
shortage,  the  military  gave  the 
medical  team  3,000  bottles  of  drinking 
water  (“I  can’t  waste  water  to  this 
day,”  says  Mike).  Though  Iraqi 
soldiers  d^trqyed  a  boy’s  wheelchair, 
the  team  was  able  to  get  cooperatiem 
fitun  Italian,  French,  and  Dutch 
hospitals  there  to  assemble  a  new  one 
Though  they  went  for  two  weeks 
without  electricity,  no  hardships  wwe 
experienced.  Though  they  were  up  at 
4:30  every  morning,  worked  until  9 
each  night,  and  saw  250-500  patients 
each  day,  they  were  not  tired. 

Kaye  says  that  on  this,  her  fourth 
volunteer  mission  trip,  she  was  touch¬ 
ed  by  two  particular  incidents:  a  man 
and  his  wife  walked  one  hour  to  get 


Kurdish  women  wait  outside  tents  at  the'  refugee  camp  at  Zakho,  near  the  Iraq- 
Turkey  border. 


hepatitis  immunizations  from  the 
clinic,  then  were  so  astounded  a 
Westerner  would  make  the  same  trip 
to  give  shots  to  the  rest  of  the  faimily 
that  he  walked  Kaye  and  another 
nurse  all  the  way  back  to  the  camp; 
a  ten-year-old  girl  lost  most- of  her 
family,  leaving  her  in  charge  of  pro¬ 
viding  food  and  clothing  for  those  re¬ 
maining.  The  little  girl  suffered  from 
severe  de{»ession  and  scabies.  Even 
after  she  was  treated,  she  continued 
to  visit  the  clinic  just  for  companion¬ 
ship.  By  the  time  the  team  left,  she 
was  smiling  again. 

For  Barnes  and  Wilson,  the  effort 
was  life-changing.  Elach  intends  to 
return  Mmeday.  “I  would  love'to  go 
back  and  spend  time  with  my  inter¬ 
preter,”  says  Mike  “It  was  the  most 
beautiful  country  I’ve  ever  been  in.” 
When  reminded  that  the  site  of  the 
ref^ee  camps  (around  Zakho)  is 
believed  to  be  the  site  of  the  Garden 
of  Eden,  he  understood  why  it  held 
him  so  spellbound. 

“I  was  constantly  reminded  of 


Psalm  121:1:  ‘I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes 
unto  the  hills,  from  whence  cometh 
my  help,’  ”  Kaye  says.  She  left  Aug.  9 
for  another  medical  mission  to  the  BJo 
Grande  Valley  of  Texas,  and  plans  to 
continue  her  volunteer  trips  to 
wherever  the  Lord  leads  her. 

“I  think  we’re  obli^ted  to  fight  for 
these  people,”  concludes  Kaye.  “Tto 
fight  for  their  rights  before  the  United 
Nations.  They  ^ve  been  persecuted 
and  killed  for  so  long.  Four  major 
Third  World  countries  have  thrown 
them  away.  They  have  no  home” 

“Their  fields  are  still  full  of  land 
mines,  their  houses  are  still  booby 
trapped,”  says  Mike  “They  fear  for 
theu*  lives  b^use  they  never  fulfill¬ 
ed  their  military  obligations  to  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein.” 

“We  are  obligated  to  share  their 
plight  with  othm  here,  to  keep  the 
missionaries  to  that  area  in  prayer. 
ThQT  are  forging  a  new  permanent 
presence  there,”  Kaye  says. 

“And  (Jod  always  answers  prayer. 
He  is  so  strong.” 


World  demand  for  English  opens  doors  for  gospel 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The 
English  language  is  big  business,  and 
it  has  attracted  not  only  international 
investors  but  mission  planners  as 
well. 

A  British  government  agency 
estimated  the  market  value  of 
English-language  instruction 
worldwide  at  nearly  $11  billion  in  1989. 

And  the  value  of  English  as  an  in¬ 
ternational  commodity  has  caught  the 
attention  of  Christian  strategists. 
Most  view  the  growing  demand  for 
English  training  as  a  prime  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reach  new  areas  of  the  globe 


for  Christ. 

“One  of  the  greatest  opportunities 
we  have  in  sharing  our  faith  is  through 
lay  people  going  overseas  to  teach 
English,^’  said  James  Hampton,  assis¬ 
tant  vice  president  of  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  aid  organization. 

“If  (Southern  Baptists)  are  serious¬ 
ly  interested  in  sharing  the  gospel  of 
(Christ,  this  is  a  wonderful  way,”  he 
said. 

English  teaching  may  play  a  sigmfi- 
cant  part  in  helping  Southern  Baptists 
reach  their  Bold  Mission  Thrust  goals. 


By  Donald  D.  Martin 

which  center  on  presenting  the 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  people 
in  the  world  by  the  year  2000.  At  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  August 
trustee  meeting.  President  Keith 
Parks  unveiled  his  vision  of  what 
steps  were  necessary  to  reach  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  goals. 

One  of  his  proposals  calls  for  at 
least  10,000  college  and  seminary 
students  to  begin  foreign  culture  and 
language  studies  by  1995  and  go 
overseas  in  1991^  to  work  in  either 
direct  evangelism  or  tentmaking. 

Tentmakers  are  C'hristian  profes¬ 


sionals  who  often  work  in  countries 
closed  to  missions.  They  support 
themselves  with  skills  ne^ed  in  host 
countries  while  seeking  ways  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  gospel. 

“Croing  overseas  to  witness  as  an 
En^ish  teacher  is  an  excellent  way  of 
fulfilling  this  goal,”  Hampton  said. 

English  dominates  international 
communication  and  commerce.  And 
the  world’s  embrace  of  English  as  the 
international  language  has  intensifi^ 
since  a  wave  of  democratic  reforms 
swept  the  globe. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has  its 


own  growing  list  of  requests  for 
English  teachers.  Recently  the  board 
launched  an  accredited  course  in 
teaching  English  as  a  foreign 
language.  Fifty-seven  people  receiv¬ 
ed  teachii^  certification  at  the  end  of 
an  intensive  three-day  class  held  at 
the  board’s  Missionary  Learning 
Center  at  Rockville.  By  fall,  this  first 
group  will  have  fanned  out  into  19 
countries  to  teach  English  full  time  or 
part  time. 

Martin  and  his  wife,  Robin,  also  a 
journalist,  taught  English  for  two 
years  in  China. 


Are  you  an  “impact”  Christian? 

By  Louis  Lamar 

In  his  book,  A  Thinking  Man’s  Guide  to  Pro-Football,  Paul  Zimmerman 
quotes  a  physicist  who  had  made  an  incredible  discovery.  This  physicist  had 
the  facts  to  prove  that  when  a  240  pound  lineman  (capable  of  running  the  100 
yard  dash  in  eleven  seconds)  collide  with  a  240  pound  run¬ 
ning  back  (capable  of  covering  the  same  distance  in  ten 
seconds),  the  resultant  kinetic  energy  is  enough  to  move 
66,000  pounds  —  or  33  tons  —  one  inch. 

The  resultant  force  registers  nearly  1000  Gs.  That  is  1000 
times  the  force  of  gravity.  Astronauts  on  takeoff  experience 
approximately  10  Gs  and  pilots  tend  to  black  out  at  approx- 
imateW  20.Gs.  When  one  considers  the  number  of  blows  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  an  average  running  back  in  only  three  years  of 
playing  professional  ball,  it’s  amazing  that  any  are  able 
to  walk  without  a  cane  upon  retiring  from  the  game. 

What  kind  of  impact  are  you  having  on  the  lives  of  other 
people?  Most  people  do  not  consider  “spiritual  impact” 
that  they  have  on  those  around  them.  Who  can  possibly  gauge  the  impact 
that  an  80-year-oid  shepherd  named  Moses  had  on  Egypt  when  he  stood  up 
against  Pharaoh?  Nor  can  one  measure  the  impact  that  Nehemiah  had  on 
Ihbiah  ...  or  Job  had  on  Elihu  ...  or  Paul  had  on  Agrippa  ...  or  Luther  had 
on  Rome  ...  or  evangelists  like  Wesley,  Moody,  and  Graham  have  had  on 
England  and  America. 

How  about  your  life?  Whose  life  has  the  Lord  used  you  to  impact?  We  im¬ 
pact  lives  every  day  . . .  good  or  bad.  God  gives  us  daily  opportunities  to  serve 
as  his  personal  messenger;  how  well  do  we  carry  out  our  assignment?  We 
are  told  in  Matthew  5:14:  “You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  set  on  a  hill 
cannot  be  hidden.”  Verse  16  instructs  us  to  “Let  your  light  shine  before  men 
in  such  a  way  that  they  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who 
is  in  heaven.”  Christians,  as  the  Light,  are  to  show  the  love  of  Christ  through 
them.  Their  light  should  shine  “in  such  a  way,”  that  God  is  glorified.  In  such 
a  way,  tells  us  how  we  should  act,  or  conduct  ourselves  in  public.  Our  very 
behavior  should  impact  lives  in  a  positive  way,  because  we  are  mirroring 
Christ. 

Lamar  is  pastor.  Mount  Sinai  Church,  Tupelo. 


BOARD 

From  page  3 

The  budget  as  it  now  stands  —  sub¬ 
ject  to  approval  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  in  November  — 
will  send  $7,967,721  to  SBC  causes  with 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  receiving 
the  largest  portion;  $8,123,913  to  con¬ 
vention  board  causes,  and  $5,476,801  to 
state  Baptist  institutions.  The  largest 
amount  in  that  category  would  be 
$3,622,500  for  Christian  education  and 
another  $650,000  for  CSuistian  educa¬ 
tion  capital  needs. 

The  Mississippi  Elducation  Com¬ 
mission’s  budget  aUocation  framiula 
has  been  revised:  50  percent  of  the 
allocation  distributed  on  the  basis  of 
total  student  hours  over  12  months;  30 
percent  distributed  equally  to  the 
three  institutions;  8  percent  on  the 
basis  of  the  number  of  degree¬ 
granting  sites  within  the  state  of 
Mississippi  (six) ;  11  percent  on  the 
basis  (rf  the  number  of  ministerial 
students  attending,  number  of 
ministers’  dependents  attending,  and 
the  number  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
students  attending;  and  up  to  1  per¬ 
cent  for  the  Commission’s  expenses. 

This  formula  does  not  spe^cally 
designate  monies  for  (Harte  College 
which  recently  lost  its  accreditation. 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
would  get  $436,000;  the  Baptist 
Medical  Clenter,  $175,000;  Board  of 
Ministerial  Education,  $150,000; 
Christian  Action  Commission, 
$212,315;  Historical  Commission, 
$37,319;  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  $193,667. 

A^  overage  of  the  budget  would  be 
dividnl  in  the  following  manner:  the 
first  $85,000  gmng  to  the  Zimbabwe 
foreign  missions  partnershin  and  any 
funds  exceeding  that  to  be  mvided  25 
percent  to  SBC  causes  and  75  percent 
to  Mississippi's  Christian  Education 
capital  ne^. 

The  board  approved  an  Executive 
Cixnmittee  recommendation  to  retain 
Peat  Marwick  Main  and  (Company, 
certified  public  accountants,  as 
auditors  for  the  year  1991. 

Otho-  Elxecutive  Committee  recom¬ 
mendations  approved  by  the  full 
board  also  inclu^  authorizing  gran¬ 
ting  of  longevity  of  employment  to 
employees  who  return  to  board  ser¬ 
vice  after  working  for  such  SBC  en¬ 
tities  as  the  Home  or  FcH’eim  Mission 
Board.  And  the  group  made  a  policy 
statement  that  me  brard  “is  respon¬ 
sible  for  approving  possible  types  of 


recognition  from  local  groups”  con¬ 
cerning  staff  members  at  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Unions. 

And  the  board  approved  a  study 
recommended  by  the  new  church  ex¬ 
pansion  committee  to  study  non¬ 
church  ministries  such  as  that  to 
seamen  and  to  truckers  to  consider 
how  these  ministries  can  be  supported 
financially. 

Board  President  Rex  Yapcey  of 
Quitman  named  members  of  the  next 
year’s  committee  on  board  organiza¬ 
tion.  They  are  Doug  Bnxnne,  chair¬ 
man;  Ben  Carlisle;  Avery  Jones; 
Clarence  Cooper  Jr;  and  David 
Sellers. 

Elarlier  the  Executive  Ccmunittee 
approved  dedication  of  the  1991  con¬ 
vention  annual  to  the  late  Miss  Ed- 
wina  RoUnson,  retired  executive 
director  of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  ap¬ 
proved  participation  in  a  Mis- 
sionsFesL  promoting  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  probably  in  1993.  And  tte  group, 
on  Elx^tive  Director  BiU  Claud’s 
rec(Hnmendatio^  hired  (Tarlie  Hill  to 
a  part  time  position  in  the  Evangelism 
Department. 

Hill,  currently  part  time  bus  pastor 
and  minister  of  outreach  at  Parkway 
(Church,  Jackson,  will  develop  what 
Causey  called  “Sunday  day  care”  Hill 
will  d^Iop  in  Jackson  a  pilot  pro¬ 
gram  for  children  of  parents  who 
work  on  Sundays  and  who  don’t  go  to 
church  anywhere 

A  graduate  of  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege,  Hill,  63,  earned  the  master  of 
reli^ous  eduction  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

He  has  been  at  Parkway  since  1974 
when  he  became  bus  pastor  and 
minister  of  outreach.  He  retired  from 
doing  the  job  full  time  last  year,  but 
has  remained  in  it  half  time  He  was 
pastor  of  Crestwood  Church,  Jackson, 
1971-74,  and  at  First  Church, 
Mississippi  City  at  Gulfport,  1968-71. 
Earlier  he  was  minister  to  the  deaf  at 
First  Churches  of  Dallas,  Shreveport, 
and  Gulfport. 

Hill  and  his  wife  Oleta  have  four 
children.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Korean 
War. 

The  Executive  Committee  voted  to 
purchase  a  new  computer  system  for 
the  convention  board.  The  system  will 
require  an  outlay  of  up  to  $4ffi,0IX).  the 
re^rt  to  the  committee  noted  that 
maintenance  on  the  current  system 
would  soon  exceed  $30,000  annually. 

(See  BOAIIO  on  page  10) 


r  ^^Letters  to  the  editor 


Proud  of  MBMC 

Editor: 

Recently  I  had  the  unfortunate  ex¬ 
perience  of  having  complete  knee 
surgery  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson.  For¬ 
tunately,  it  was  done  at  the  Baptist 
Medical  Center.  I  want  to  praise  the 
staff,  nurses,  and  all  who  had  part  in 
seeing  to  it  that  I  was  comfortable  and 
well  taken  care  of.  Personally,  I  can¬ 
not  say  enough  about  how  wonderful¬ 
ly  I  was  treated  at  our  Baptist 
Hospital. 

I  am  proud  to  be  part  of  our  Bap¬ 
tist  work  and  especially  proud  that  we 
have  this  facility  available  that  cares 
for  people.  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
fortunate  to  have  such  a  fine  institu¬ 
tion  in  our  state. 

Bob  G.  Lynch 

pastor,  Central  Church 

McComb 

Great  Commission 
does  not  exempt  Utah 
Editor: 

Ministry  to  Mormons  is  a  risky  step 
to  take  especially  to  someone  who 
does  not  fully  understand  the  decep¬ 
tion  of  Mmmonism.  I  learned  the  ha^ 
way  because  about  two  years  ago  I  felt 
strong  enough  in  my  relationship  with 
the  Lord  to  share  with  two  Mormon 
missionaries.  After  months  of  con¬ 
frontation,  I  fell  into  the  trap  of  Mor- 
monism.  ITiis  was  not  because  I  didn’t 
have  a  true  relationship  with  Christ, 
but  because  of  my  lack  of  knowledge 
about  Mormonism  and  my  orthodox 
Christian  beliefs. 

I  am  out  of  the  Mormon  Church  and 
I  can  say  from  experience  that  leav¬ 
ing  the  LDS  church  was  {rfiysical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  hell.  God  has  us¬ 
ed  my  mistake  in  ways  I  never  realiz¬ 
ed  that  he  could.  All  of  the  events 
seem  a  small  price  to  pay  if  the  ex¬ 
perience  can  help  someone  else  avoid 
or  escape  Mormonism. 

In  response  to  “Utah  Missions  re¬ 
quest  to  ask  the  SBC  to  rescind  their 


decision  to  hold  the  1998  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,”  I  say,  the  Great  Commission 
(Matt.  28:19-20)  does  not  exempt 
Utah. 

I  agree  that  the  average  Southern 
Baptist  does  not  know  enough  about 
the  LDS  church,  but  if  we  are  going 
to  share  the  true  love  and  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ,  we  need  to  take  the  time 
to  learn.  I  am  also  sure  that  a  great 
deal  of  money  will  go  directly  into  the 
hands  of  the  LDS  church  if  the 
Southern  Baptist  (invention  is  held  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  but  that  seems  a  small 
price  to  pay  in  order  to  help  plant  the 
seed  for  one  lost  LDS  person  to  come 
to  know  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Danny  Ellis 

University,  Miss. 


Legislative  alert 

Editor: 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so, 
please  contact  your  Congressperson 
and  ask  him  or  her  to  co-sponsor  the 
Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act 
(H.R.2797).  The  bill  will  restore  the 
protections  for  religious  exercise  lost 
in  Oregon  v.  Smith,  the  so-called 
peyote  Vision.  The  bill,  which  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  both  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission,  will  not  guarantee  the  rights 
of  Native  Americans  to  ingest  peyote 
in  their  religious  ceremonies,  but  it 
will  require  government  to  show  a 
“compelling”  interest  before  restrict¬ 
ing  religious  practices. 

Without  H.R.2797  churches  “have 
nothing  to  protect  them  from  zoning, 
tax,  anti-cfiscrimination,  and  other 
laws  that  are  not  specifically  targeted 
at  religion.” 

The  Honorable  _ 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C.  20515 
Dear  (fongressperson . 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Oliver  S.  Thomas 
Baptist  Joint  Committee 


Christian  education 

Editor: 

As  we  both  know,  newspapers  limit 
those  of  us  who  may  oppose  the  view¬ 
points  of  the  editor  to  few  words,  but, 
I’m  going  to  keep  trying. 

Your  "Editor’s  Notebo^”  of  August 
15, 1991  is-very  good  —  with  one  excep¬ 
tion!  We  certainly  do  need  Christian 
education  in  this  nation  more  than 
ever  before,  but  for  CJhristians  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  promote  government  schools 
(which  you  call  free  public)  is  to 
destroy  both  practical  C^uistianity 
and  our  country. 

You  said,  “Our  forefathers  . . .  built 
public  schools  throughout  the  land.” 
Well,  depending  upon  how  far  back 
you  want  to  go,  that  statement  may  or 
may  not  be  true. 

dur  founding  fathers  encouraged 
the  public  to  become  educated  but 
they  never  encouraged  government 
schools  supported  by  compulsory  tax¬ 
ation  and  using  a  government  cur¬ 
riculum.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Con- 
situation,  and  the  first  ten  amend¬ 
ments  did  not  mention  the  word 
education :  It  was  left  up  to  the  states. 
The  federal  government  has  no  con¬ 
stitutional  authority  to  interfere  in  or 
financially  support  education. 

What  you  know  of  as  “public  educa¬ 
tion”  began  in  this  country  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  1800s  by  Horace  Mann,  a 
Unitarian,  and  certainly  not  a  Bible- 
believing  Christian. 

From  that  modest  b^innii^  to  date 
you  will  fin'd  America  changing  from 
a  constitutional  republic  to  a  socialist 
democracy  and  most  with  the 
teachings  of  the  government  schools. 

If  you  will  examine  both  the  United 
States  Constitution  and  the  Com¬ 
munist  Manifesto  you  will  find  govern¬ 
ment  schools  teaching  more  Karl 
Marx  and  the  Communist  Manifesto 
than  you  will  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Adams,  Madison,  and  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Bob  Wells 
Hazlehurst 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


“Six  days  do  your  work  .  .  . 


“Many  times  I  took  up  my  pen  to 
write,”  said  Cervantes,  “and  many 
times  I  put  it  down,  not  knowing  what 
to  say.”  Ibday  I  can  think  of  25  or  30 
topics  I  want  to  write  about,  but  I  can’t 
settle  on  one.  So  I  take  up  my  pen  to 
write  and  put  it  down  again.  ( Imag^__ 
having  something  in  common  with 
that  great  Spanish  writer!) 

Summer  is  swiftly  nearing  an  end ; 
next  Monday  is  Labor  Day.  On  page 
1  of  this  paper  is  a  picture  of  Sam 
Gore’s  sculpture,  “Working  Man,” 
reading  a  book.  At  the  museum,  I 
examii^  the  statue  more  closely  and 
saw  that  the  man  is  reading  a  Bible 
That  led  me  to  search  for  scriptures 
about  “work.” 

Why  work?  Because  after  God 
creat^  the  world  he  gave  Adam  and 
Eve  —  and  us  —  the  task  of  world 
management.  As  Genesis  2:15  says, 
“The  Lord  took  the  man  and  put 
him  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  to  work  it 
and  take  care  of  it.”  Why  work?  “We 
gave  you  this  rule:  If  a  man  will  not 
work,  he  shall  not  eat”  (II  Thess. 
3:10). 

When  to  work?  “Six  days  do  your 
work,  but  on  the  seventh  day  do  not 


work"  (Ex.  23:12). 

What  should  be  your  attitude 
toward  work?  “Respect  those  who 
work  hard  among  you  ....”( I  Thess. 
5:12). 

Can  you  be  happy  at  work?  “When 
gives  any  man  wealth  and  posses¬ 
sions  and  enables  him  to  enjoy  them, 
to  accept  his  lot  and  be  happy  in  his 
work,  this  is  a  gift  of  God”  (Eccles. 
5:19). 

Could  your  work  pass  the  quality 
test?  “For  no  one  can  lay  any  founda¬ 
tion  other  than  the  one  already  laid, 
which  is  Jesus  (Ilunst.  If  any  man 
builds  on  this  foundation  using  gold, 
silver,  costly  stones,  wood,  hay,  straw, 
the  work  will  be  shown  for  what  it  is, 
because  the  Day  will  bring  it  to  light. 
It  will  be  revealed  with  fire,  and  the 
fire  will  test  the  quality  of  each  man’s 
work”  (I  Cor.  3:11-13). 

Do  you  have  a  helper  with  your 
work?  “We  are  laborers  together  with 
God”  (I  Cor.  3:9). 

Whatever  my  work,  it  does  have 
dignity.  Whatever  my  j^  (]iod  can  use 
it  for  fulfilling  his  purposes. 

I  am  not  to  put  my  job  ahead  of  God 


or  of  the  church  or  of  my  family.  But 
it  definitely  has  a  place  on  my  list  of 
priorities.  That  is  the  rule  I  can’t  say 
I  always  follow  it.  God  didn’t  say  I  had 
to  be  rich  or  famous,  or  “successful.” 
But  I  think  he  is  glad  when  I  work 
hard  at  the  tasks  he  has  given  me,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability. 

My  first  job,  at  age  16,  was  sweep¬ 
ing  the  floor  in  the  spinning  room  of 
a  cotton  mill.  The  thunderous 
machinery,  the  throat-clogging  clouds 
of  lint,  the  humid,  Uxturous  hrat  —  all 
threatened  to  defeat  me.  Somehow  I 
stuck  it  out  to  the  end  of  my  10  weeks 
to  save  money  for  eye  surgery  I  need¬ 
ed.  Yet  I  vowed  to  go  to  collie  or  do 
whatever  I  need^  to  do  to  avoid 
spending  my  life  in  the  spinning  room 
of  a  cotton  mill! 

Writing  for  the  Baptist  Record  has 
been  much  easier  than  sweeping  lint 
in  a  cotton  mill.  Yet  it's  not  always 
completely  easy.  Always  it’s  hard  to 
please  everybody.  Some  days  1  find 
myself  picking  up  my  pen  and  putting 
it  down  again. 

But  I  wouldn’t  trade  jobs  with 
anyone. 
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Carl  Hart  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
explains’  Association  Fall  Retreat  at 
Camp  Garaywa,  Sept.  6-7.  Hart  is  with 
Allied  Systems,  Decatur,  Ga.,  and 
known  as  the  “TVucker’s  Chaplain.” 

Musical  entertainment  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  Dan  Guest  and  the 
Messengers  from  Bowmar  Church  in 
Vicksburg. 

Ed  Holmes  of  Gulfport  is  the  cur¬ 
rent  president  of  the  association  and 
Richard  Brogan,  Cooperative  Mis¬ 
sions  Department,  is  the  consultant  to 
the  group. 

Tb  register,  contact  the  Cooperative 
Missions  Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Grove  Church,  Sheila,  are  students  at  Clarke  Collie 
Jasper.  While  in 

Alabama,  'Dimer  Southside  Church,  Aberdeen,  has 
has  served  on  the  called  Clinton  White  to  serve  as 
Committee  on  minister  of  youth  and  Johnnie 
B(»rds  and  Com-  Masters  to  serve  as  music  director, 
missions  and  the  Both  began  serving  in  August.  Ken- 
Resolutions  Com-  neth  E.  Walters  is  pastor, 
mittee  for  the 
Alabama  Conven¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  Beacon  Church,  Hattiesburg,  has 
graduate  of  Mobile  —  called  Jon  Kittrell 

College  and  New  as  minister  of  mu- 

sic,  associate  pas- 
tor,  and  minister  of 

has  accepted  the  M  ■  college  students, 

sant  HiU  Church,  S  effective  Sept.  1.  A 

native  of  Hatties¬ 
burg,  he  graduated 


'Turner 


in  May  at  the  Uni- 
^  i  V  versity  of  Southern 
■  Mississippi  and  is 
*  a  student  at  New 
Kittrell  Orleans  Seminary. 


6SCaD6S  imiirv  in  Paul  Sanders  accepted  the  call  as 
^  j  •^1  pastor  of  First  Church.  McLaurin, 

firr6naci0  attack  Lebanon  Association,  effective  Aug. 

®  11.  He  was  former  pastor  of  Corinth 

By  Marty  Croll  Church,  Carthage.  He  received  his 

ZAMBOANGA  CITY,  Philippines  associate  degree  from  Mid-American 
(BP)  —  'Two  children  of  a  Southern  Seminary,  Memphis,  'Denn.  First 
Baptist  missionary  couple  in  the  Church  also  called  a  new  director  of 
Philippines  escaped  injury  Aug.  10  music  and  youth,  Dana  R.  Denson, 
when  a  grenade  hurled  onto  a  stage 

in  front  of  them  failed  to  explode.  Steep  Hollow  Church,  Pearl  River 
'The  10-year-old  son  watched  as  a  Association,  has  caUed  Larry  Robert- 
second  grenade  landed  behind  the  s®"  as  pastor,  effwtive  Aug.  25.  He 
stage  backdrop  and  a  young  woman  assumes  this  position  after  having 
went  toward  it,  apparently  to  pick  it  served  as  associate  pastor  at 
up.  It  exploded,  killing  her  and  Hopewell  Church,  Savannah,  'Denn., 
another  woman  and  injuring  about  40  where  Randy  Isbell  is  pastor.  He  will 
others.  begin  studies  at  New  Orleans 

The  incident  occurred  during  a  Seminary  this  fall. 

dramatic  presentation  by  Christians  ,  . . .  ,  , 

working  on  the  Doulos,  a  ship  spon-  |f  the  n^  pastor  of 

sored  by  Operation  Mobilizatiob  of 

New  Jersey.  'The  ship  docks  in  ports  lo  began  his  new 

throughout  the  world  conducting  ^‘^ties  on  Aug.  18. 

educational  and  book  exhibitions,  con-  _ ,  j  »u^ 

ferences,  training  seminare,  and  other 

forms  of  evangelistic  outreach.  niinister  of  education  and  aptiv- 
^eral  hundred  people  were  in  the  Church.  Green- 

Zamboanga,  on  the  Philippine  at-. 

island  of  Mindanao,  is  a  trading  city 
/ .  1*  1,  '*'*th  a  population  that  is  40  percent 

C0l0Drat0  /UtJl  y0ar  Muslim,  it  is  marked  by  violence  and  u- 

^  reportedly  is  a  hav^  for  Muslim  ,  I  .'X.  ’ 

pastors  sharing  in  this  occasion,  separatists  who  have  been  fighting  '  V  wb  in 
James  Rutledge,  pastor,  will  be  the  since  the  1970s  fw  a  separate  re^lic.  - 
speaker  for  the  worship  hour.  Lunch  Using  their  smaU  van  throughout  jf  g 

will  be  served  in  Fellowship  Hall.  the  night,  the  missionary  couple,  who  *  i5«b.  jonn  uiDson 

'The  afternoon  service  will  begin  at  asked  not  to  be  identified  took  one  in-  Shows  **  pastor. 

1:30  p.m.  A  brief  history  of  the  church  jured  person  to  a  nearby  hospital  and 
will  be  given,  and  special  music  pro-  transported  two  others  to  another 

vided  ^  the  adult  choir.  A  time  cap-  hospital  after  the  first  one  filled  up  Great  Brttain  and  Gernu^  are  the 
sule  will  be  buried  at  the  conclusion  'They  also  delivered  medicines  ai^  most  unbanisbed  countries  in  Ekirope, 
of  the  day’s  activities  and  is  to  be  dt^  carried  messages  between  the  with  a  total  of  80%  living  in  towns  and 
up  on  the  100th  anniversary  in  hospitals  and  the  Doulos  ship.  cities.  This  compares  with  60% 

September  2021.  Croll  writes  for  FMB.  throughout  Europe 


Now  Student  Body  Association  officers  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  for  the  1991-92 
academic  year  are  (left  to  right)  Alan  Permenter,  student  in  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
program  from  West  Point,  president;  Tammy  Arxierson.  student  in  the  master  of  divinity 
degree  program  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  vice  president;  and  Buddy  Landry,  student  in  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  program  from  Biloxi,  secretary. 


John  Sproles  has  resigned  Peeler 
Memorial  Church,  Attala  Association, 
and  is  available  for  supply  or  interim. 
His  address  is  317  Fairground, 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090. 


Concord  Church,  Pelahatchle,  held  a  deacon  ordination  service  on  Aug.  11  to 
ordain  three  new  deacons.  They  were:  Perry  Moore,  Bob  Olander,  and  Alton  Banes. 
\tter  the  service  a  reception  was  held  in  Fellowship  Hall  to  honor  the  new  deacons 
and  their  families.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor,  Moore, 
Olander,  and  Banes. 


Revival  dates 


Baptist  pray  during  Madagascar  demonstrations 


Revival  results 


★  LOW  COST^ 
LIFE  INSURANCE 


From  Mississippi  to  Minnesota 
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ftOggil  I  IQHT  Soviet  Christian  brothers  and 

sisters,”  said  Andrea  Mullins,  Baptist 
From  page  3  Women  specialist  for  WMU  and  one  of 

The  trip  has  been  planned  to  coin-  the  trip’s  tour  directors, 
cide  with  the  Moscow  International  It’s  an  answer  to  prayer  that  the 
Book  Fair.  Team  members  will  doors  remain  <^n  for  us  to  go. 
distribute  New  Testaments  at  the  fair  'The  Bible  distribution  project  is 
as  well  as  through  street  evangelism  part  of  a  larger  project  being  spon- 
efforts  in  Moscow  and  in  Yalta  and  sored  by  Southern  Baptists  and  the 
Frunze  (recently  renamed  Bishkek).  Evangelical  (Christian  Publishers 
Yalta  is  a  small  resort  town  on  the  Association. 

Black  Sea  in  the  Ukrainian  Soviet  Other  entities  supporting  the  effort 
Socialist  Republic.  include  the  Intematicmal  Bible  Socie- 

Frunze  is  a  major  city  in  the  ty,  which  is  matching  donations  from 
Kirghizia  S.S.R.  and  shares  a  border  individuals  to  purchase  the  Bibles  for 
with  China.  distribution,  and  the  Holman  Bible 

The  invitation  to  participate  in  the  Publishers  Division  of  the  Sunday 
book  fair  and  in  the  street  evai^elism  School  Board  in  Nashville, 
efforts  came  from  Soviet  (Christians.  The  70,000  Bibles  already  have  been 

“The  Russians  are  looking  forward  shipped  to  the  Soviet  Union.  Each 
to  the  team’s  arrival  and  say  ‘(Come  volunteer  in  the  group  helped  pay  the 
on!’  ”  Warrington  said.  cost  of  the  shipping  in  the  total  cost 

“We  have  i»'ayed  that  we  would  of  the  trip, 
have  the  oi^porb^ty  to  go  and  work  Doyle  writes  for  WMU. 

Missionaries  throughout  world  can 


(  C  <  help  in  construct- 

ing  the  Freestone, 

I - A  Minnesota,  Owrch. 

V  Shirts  a^  caps 

J  with  this  logo  were 

/  worn  by  all  team 

\  members  who  wit- 

nessed  as  they 
\  traveled. 

/  Joe  Brewer  of 

1 _  First  Church, 

/  Brookhaven,  is 

( "«•  coordinating  the 

\  construction  at 

Freestone 
First  (Church  of 
Magnolia  raised 
money  before  go¬ 
ing  to  purchase  and  poor  the  concrete 
floor  in  the  basement  of  the  Freestone 
(Church  and  other  materials. 

Faye  Honea,  Mary  Nell  Walters, 
and  Becky  and  Susan  Ihnner  con¬ 
ducted  the  Bible  Sdiool  at  Splithand 
Church  where  there  had  been  no 
previous  Bible  School,  and  taught 
several  of  the  local  women  in  the 
church  how  it  was  done  so  they  could  Team  members  in  front  of  the  Freestone  Church  on  Friday  afternoon  just  before 
hold  their  own  next  year.  The  leaving  on  the  27-hour-pius  trip  back  to  Mississippi. 


rrccr»toiic 

Baptist  Church 


UNIVERSITY,  Miss.  —  Travel  ad-  “The  terrwists  don’t  want  their 
visories:  Panama,  low  risk;  Brazil,  country  or  area  to  be  developed,”  said 
moderate  risk;  India,  high  risk;  El  Quarles.  “They  want  it  to  remain  im- 
Salvador,  extreme  risk;  Northern  poverished,  so  they  can  control  it. 
Ireland,  extreme  risk ;  Spain,  extreme  They  want  peo(4e  starving.  TTiey  don’t 
risk.  want  social  needs  met  t^ause  they 

More  accurateand  up-to-date  travel  want  the  people  to  revolt  against  the 
information  will  soon  be  available  to  government.  Then  the  revolutionists 
missionaries  throughout  the  world,  can  go  into  power.  In  that  regard,  mis- 
simply  by  callii^  a  telephone  number  sionaries  and  relief  workers  providir^ 
at  The  University  of  Mississippi.  The  food,  health  services,  economic 
new  service  comes  in  a  year  when  ter-  development,  etc.  to  an  area  are 
rorism  is  expected  to  escalate  prime  targets.” 
because  of  international  political  The  Ole  Miss  professor  explained, 
problems.  “’To  terrorists,  the  things  that  most 

Called  Project  Safe,  the  service  is  Americans  would  consider  very  good 
funded  by  a  grant  from  the  and  very  appropriate  would  a 
Evangelical  Foreign  Mission  Associa-  threat  to  their  revolutionary  organiza¬ 
tion  to  Chester  Quarles  —  a  political  tions.” 

science  professor  who  is  also  in  a  Quarles  and  a  doctoral  student  will 
group  of  consultants  who  train  mis-  base  the  assessment  they  make  on 
sionaries  to  increase  their  chances  of  numerous  sources  of  information,  in- 
surviving  and  avoiding  terrorist  at-  eluding  three  different  data  banks, 
tacks.  By  early  fall,  this  unique  com- 
puter  software  program  will  be  in 

place  to  provide  risk  assessments,  ■BMiSHVlSflRVwWSS 
with  a  daily  update,  on  international 

locations.  pto^^t10oSo5Bt5o!ooo| 

Evangelical  Foreign  Mission  I  go,  _ I 

Association  is  a  consortium  of  near-  |  fJSLwmSw  i*—.  I 

ly  WO  mission  and  Christian  relief  I  4«i5i9*i*^3o«S74.5022  | 
organizations. 


Pictufed,  left  to  right,  are  bottom  row,  Harold  Wilson,  Terrys 
Creek  Church,  MagrtoNa;  Susan  Tanner,  Rrst  (^rch,  Kent¬ 
wood,  La.;  Faye  Honea,  First  (^urch,  Magnoiia;  Jack  Honea, 
First  Church,  Magnolia;  second  row,  Aubrey  SchHiing,  First, 
Magnolia;  Becky  Ikrvter,  First  Church,  Kentwood,  La.;  Mary 
Nell  Watters,  First,  Magnolia;  Jimmy  Anderson,  First  Church, 
Magtwiia;  third  row,  8iM  Coon,  First  Church,  Magnoiia;  Ben 
Stewart,  Rrst  Church,  Magr>olia;  Rez  Nelson,  Evans  Creek 
Church,  Pearl  River,  La.;  BINy  Gkanger,  Bluff  Springs  Church, 


Magnoiia;  Ed  Nunnery,  First  Church,  Magnoiia:  A.  C.  Garner, 
Silver  Creek  Church,  lyiertown;  Henry  (Chambers,  Brookhaven 
Church,  Decatur,  AJa.;  arrd  fourth  row.  Mack  Honea,  Rrst 
Church,  Magnolia;  Carl  Fortenberry,  Bluff  Springs  Church, 
Magrwiia;  Joe  Brewer,  Rrst  Church,  Brookhaven;  Adam 
Calcote,  First  C^rch,  Brookhaven;  Walter  (preached  (jard- 
ner,  Rrst  Church,  Magnolia;  arxi  Grant  Bennett,  Rrst  Church, 
Magnoiia. 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
100%  CoveraOB 


No  waiting  periods 

Pays  100%  of  hospitat  deductibles 

Pays  all  hospital  expenses  Medicare  doean*l  pay 

Pays  100%  of  doctor’s  deductibles 

Pa^  100%  of  Medicare  approved  doctor  bills 

Pays  100%  of  private  room 

Pa^  on  private  duty  nurse 

Payv  on  prescription  drugs 

(Long  term  care  also  avaiWUp) 

For  tuh  details  return  coupon  todeft 


Burroughs  tells  college  students, 
‘‘Let  God’s  Word  come  alive!” 


By  Chip  Alford 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  —  A  were  worship  leaders  for  the  Aug. 
spiritual  reviv^  wUl  not  come  to  the  10-16  conference  Their  messages  to 
world  until  it  Hist  canoes  to  the  college  students  were  built  around  the  theme, 
campus,  Calvin  Miller  told  more  than  “(^’s  Word  —  Alive”  ' 

2,400  Sodthem  Baptist  college  Describing  God’9  Word  as  a  “love 
students  and  leaders  attending  the  letterfromClod,”BurroughscfaaIle^- 
1901  Student  Conferenee  at  Glorleta  ed  students  to  let  Scripture  come  alive 
Conferenos  Oentsc  in  their  evoyday  lives. 

Millei;  nastor  of  Westside  Church  in  ‘T  believe  this  world  is  crying  out 
Omaha,  Net.,  told  students  revival  for  us  to  act  as  if  the  Word  had  oeen 
win  come  to  their  sdxwls  oidy  when  made  flesh  in  our  very  lives  and  we 
they  give  therasdves  “to  constant  can  stand  on  it  and  act  en  it,”  she  sakL 
prayer  and  the  infiOiae  of  the  Holy  Morning  Bible  studies  during  the 
Spirit”  He  encoaraged  students  to  week  were  led  by  Jerry  Haynw, 


the  most  burdened  time  of  care  you 
will  have  in  vour  life  whoi  you  con¬ 
sider  the  kind  of  decisions  you  have  to 
make,”  Haynw  told  students.  Career, 
datiqg,  marriage,  and  religious  con- 
victkns  are  jiist  a  few  areas  in  which 
students  have  to  make  sontetimes  dif¬ 
ficult  choices,  he  said. 

Hayner  encouraged  students  look- 
iiK  for  success  to  him  to  the  only  One 
can  provide  it,  ‘hnd  his  name  is 
Jem.” 

Morning  Bible  studies  during  the 

'  '  '  '  •,  in  addition  to  attending  seminars, 

istor  of  FVxest  Hills  Church  in  Bible  studies  and  worship  services, 
nUigh  N£.  Hayner  taiMht  bis  book,  about  300  students  participated  in  a 

-  ....  _  ‘‘Read-’Through-’rhe-Bible Marathon.” 

Reading  scripture  aloud  in  pairs  in 
30-minute  intervals,  the  students  took 
73  and  one-half  hours  to  read  from 
Genesis  to  Revelation. 

Alford  writes  for  BSSB. 


E.  F.  Hutton  Agoi 

P.  O.  Box  16849 
Jackson,  MS  39211 
liElephone  95^1941 


become  discipliiied  ii  BHUe  reacBng 

and  prayer.  _  .  ^  _ 

“(^  wlB  never  make  you  exercise  “Dea&ng  With  Life’s  (Jumtions,”  the 
those  discipliiies  which  move  you  in-  new  collegiate  editioa^  Outreach  Bi- 
to  a  deeper  and  deraer  relationship  ble  Study.  Fbllowing  each  morning 
with  him,”  he  added.  session,  students  broke  into  ‘'share 

Miller  and  Elstber  Burroughs,  na-  groups”  to  learn  how  to  lead 
tional  evangdism  consultant  for  evangelistic  Bible  studies, 
women  for  the  Home  Missioo  Board,  The  collegiate  years  are  “probably 


Phone  #. 
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Georgia  students 
visit  Pachuta 


A  group  of  18  students  from  Shorter 
Jollege,  Rome,  Ga.,  made  a  trip  to 
^achuta  in  Clarke  County  the 
A'eekend  of  Aug.  18.  lliey  did  visita¬ 
tion  in  homes  in  the  community, 
reports  Armand  Traylor.  Then  they 
were  in  charge  of  the  Sunday  night 
service  at  Pachuta  Church,  including 
the  presentation  of  special  music.  One 
rededication  was  leistered  at  the 
close  of  the  service,  ^g.  18  was  only 
the  second  Sunday  for  the  church’s 
new  pastor,  Julius  Harbison. 


Belmont  College  hosts 
conference  of  deaf 


The  movement  did  not  stop 
throughout  the  daily  worship  services 
during  the  annual  Southern  Baptist 
Conference  of  the  Deaf  held  at  Bel¬ 
mont  College’s  Massey  Auditorium 
Aug.  3-9.  Worshipers  who  are  deaf  and 
blind  held  on  to  their  interpreters’ 
hands  as  the  morning  message  was 
delivered  in  sign  language. 

Attendance  for  the  43rd  annual  con¬ 
ference,  which  met  in  Nashville  was 
estimated  at  900.  The  meeting  sites 
rotate  between  Glorieta,  N.M.  and 
Ridgecrest,  N.C.  and  a  local  site. 
Every  third  year  meeting  draws  the 
largest  crowds  said  David  Fair,  who 
was  “bom  and  raised  coming  to  these 
conferences.” 

Fair,  the  outgoing  president  of 
SBCD,  is  the  son  of  James  and  Lavem 
Fair  and  has  attended  SBCD  since  he 
was  young.  Fair,  his  parents  and 
grandparents  are  all  deaf. 

Carter  Bearden,  national  ethnic 
consultant  for  the  deaf  with  the  Home 
.Mission  Board  affirmed  that  missions 
endeavors  with  the  deaf  in  the  states 
and  abroad  continue  to  grow.  'Throi^ 
a  cooperative  effort  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  the  gospel  is  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  deaf  in  more  and  more 
foreign  countries,  he  said. 

Vladimire  Boev,  a  hearing  pastor 
from  the  Soviet  Union  and  raised  by 
deaf  parents,  visited  this  year’s  SBCD 
with  an  interest  in  forming  a  partner¬ 
ship  to  minister  to  the  deaf  in  Russia. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  family 
members  of  the  deaf  to  be  involved  in 
ministry  to  the  deaf.  Bearden  has  two 
bearing  sons  who  are  pastors  of  deaf 
jongregations.  Carter  Bearden,  Jr.  is 
p^tor  of  the  deaf  at  First  Church, 
Richmond,  Va. 


are  Mindy  Shinn,  Alisha  Rogers,  Amber  Miller,  Erin  Loper,  Nicki  Richmond,  Carrie 
Handley,  Melissa  Herrington.  Tina  Shinn,  Whitney  Richardson,  Brea  Hugley,  Rachel 
Patten,  and  Amanda  Ingels.  Joyce  Shinn  is  leader. 

Acteens,  bottom  right,  Queen-With-Scepter  Nikki  Rogers;  Page  Andrea  Jennings; 
Haley  Terry;  Queen  Reg^  Tara  Hall;  Page  Michael  Shinn;  Queen-Wrth-Scepter  Aman¬ 
da  Richardson;  Page  Marla  Richardson;  Andrea  Cain  and  Andrea  Palerino.  Jackie 
Richardson,  leader.  William  Patten  is  pastor. 


Highland  Church,  Vicksburg,  recently  had  a  GA/Acteen  recognition  service.  Pic¬ 
tured.  top  left.  Mission  Friends,  left  to  right,  are  Andrea  Jennings,  Michael  Shinn. 
Marla  Richardson,  Anna  Larson,  Rachel  Miller,  and  Amanda  Gettinger.  Esther  Lee 
is  leader. 

Top  right,  1st-3rd  GAs,  are  Jennifer  Jennings,  Kelly  Ashley,  Laura  Beth  Steen. 
Melanie  Heard,  Tracy  Gordon,  Melanie  Herrington,  Crissy  Richmond,  Amber  Lar¬ 
son,  and  Jessica  Rickies.  Robin  Herrington  is  leader;  and  bottom  left,  4th-6th  GAs, 


New  Faith  Church,  Pontotoc,  will  “Use  your  brains  and  not  your  looks, 
celebrate  its  10th  anniversary  on  Sept,  or  you  may  find  yourself  being  book- 
1  at  11  a.m.  Rex  Ard,  pastor,  will  w  ed  with  crooks.” 
the  speaker.  A  covered  dish  meal  will 

be  held  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon.  The  _  . 

Gospel  Ship  and  the  Gospelaires  will 
be  on  program.  Other  activities  will 

afternoon 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 
and  the  Mississippi  Lung  Association 
are  sponsoring  a  free  asthma  seminar 
on  Sept.  7,  from  9  to  11  a.m.,  in  the 
hospital’s  subway  auditorium  in 
Jackson.  James  Haltom,  allergist, 
will  be  the  key  speaker.  The  seminar, 
designed  to  promote  education  on 
asthma,  is  for  asthmatic  adults  and 
parents  of  asthmatic  children.  For 
more  information,  call  362-5453. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  West 
Plains,  Missouri,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  students/evangel¬ 
ism.  Send  resumes/recommenda¬ 
tions  to:  Personnel  Committee, 
First  Baptist  Church,  202  Walnut 
Street,  West  Plains,  MO  65775. 


CONVENTION  PACKAGES:  IN¬ 
DIANAPOLIS.  Hotel  accommoda¬ 
tions,  shuttle,  breakfast.  Speedway 
tour:  Low  as  6175/person:  four 
night  package.  Discount  airfares 
available.  1-800-624-2947 


Volunteer  dies  after 
fall  from  roof 


A  volunteer  worker  at  his  own 
church  died  as  result  of  a  fall  from  the 
church  roof,  when  his  head  struck  the 
concrete  below.  William  Bright  was 
helping  with  repairs  at  the  Walthall 
Baptist  Church  in  Webster  Associa¬ 
tion,  where  he  was  a  member,  when 
the  accident  occurred. 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenge. 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Tom  Sho%v8,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  (In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  ^ 
Alamos,  New  Mexico  is  seeking 
full-time  minister  of  education/ 
youth.  Send  resumes  to  Education 
Search  Committee,  FBC,  2200  Dia¬ 
mond  Drive,  I.os  Alamos,  NM 
87544. 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efficient/friendlv  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  ^ans 
for  your  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
proviM  only  transportation.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849.  or  out  of 
state  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  2554, 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 


From  persecutor  to  proclaimer 


might  receive  his  sight  and  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.  There  are  many  reluctant 
witnesses  in  our  churches.  We  think  of  every  ex¬ 
cuse  not  to  be  available  to  God  to  share  his  Worn 
and  impart  his  love  But  there  are  many  hearts 
already  prepared  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ready  to 
receive  Christ  if  we  will  be  obedient. 

A  pastor  friend  told  of  an  experience  on  a 
partnership  mission  in  Brazil.  They  were 
waitmg  tor  their  interpreter  and  decided  to  visit 
a  home  on  their  own  even  though  there  was  a 
language  barrier.  They  knocked  on  the  door  of 
a  very  well-hHlo  family  and  heard  a  voice  in 
English,  “May  I  help  you?”  They  told  them  the 
intent  of  their  visit  was  simply  to  tell  them 
about  their  friend  Jesus.  The  lady  responded, 
“I  have  been  praying  someone  would  come  to 
tell  my  friends  gathered  with  me  about  Jesi^. 
Please  come  in.”  Several  ladies  came  to  Christ 
as  a  result  of  hearts  prepared  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Verse  18  tells  us  that  Saul  received  his  sight 
and  he  went  straight  to  be  baptized  . . .  total 
obedience.  He  then  was  fed  and  encouraged  by 
the  disciples  at  Damascus.  Then  (v.  20), 
“straightway  he  preached  Christ  in  the 
synagogues,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God.”  FROM 
PERSECUTOR  TO  PROCLAIMER!!  Evei7 
Christian  should  have  a  similar  testimony  of  his 
new  experience  with  Jesus.  We  just  shouldn’t 
wait  to  tell  somebody  about  Jesus. 

Young  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Greenville. 


similar  response  for  anyone  coming  to  Christ. 
We  must  cmne  on  his  terms  and  follow  his  direc¬ 
tions.  He  tells  us  to  turn  fnxn  our  way  of  sin  and 
turn  to  his  way  of  light  and  life. 

THE  PAUPER  BECOMES  A  PE’nTIONER 
(w.  10-12).  God  selected  Ananias  to  be  his  am¬ 
bassador  to  Saul.  God  gave  him  specific  direc- 
ti(His  as  to  Saul’s  location  (»i  Strai^t  Street,  and 
told  Ananias  that  Saul  would  be  praying.  ’This 
was  certainly  a  different  posture  for  Said.  But, 
Saul  had  b^n  fasting  and  praying  for  three 
days  seeking  God’s  direction.  God  told  Saul 
Ananias  woldd  come  to  him  and  lay  hands  on 
him  that  he  might  receive  his  sight  again.  So 
Paul  prayed.  Without  a  doubt  God  had  Saul’s 
attention,  and  in  that  humble  posture  he  was 
ready  to  receive  a  Word  from  the  Lord.  He 
would  wait  intently  until  God  sent  his 
messenger.  There  are  times  God  puts  us  on  hold 
waiting  for  an  answer.  We  may  want  it  im¬ 
mediately,  but  it  will  come  in  God’s  timing.  We 
must  wait  and  pray  for  God’s  will  as  well. 

THE  PETITIONER  BECOMES  A  PRO¬ 
CLAIMER  (w.  13-20).  Ananias  was  at  first 
reluctant  to  go  to  Saul.  He  was  aware  of  the 
reputation  of  Saul  in  Jerusalem  for  persecuting 
the  saints,  and  tie  was  not  anxious  to  become 
a  martyr.  But  the  Lord  told  Ananias  that  Saul 
was  a  “chosen  vess  el ...  to  bear  my  name 
before  the  Gentiles,  and  kings,  and  the  children 
of  Israel”  (v.  15).  Ananias  obeyed  to  Lord  and 
went  to  Saul  and  laid  hands  on  him  that  Saul 


UNIFORM 


of  the  Way  ...  he  might  bring  them  bound  to 
Jerusalem”  (9:1,2).  Saul  seemed  to  rage  with 
a  madness  to  eradicate  followers  of  Christ.  He 
was  a  self-appointed  chief  inquisitor. 

THE  PERSECUTOR  BECOMES  A  PAUPER 
(w.  3-9).  The  journey  along  the  Damascus  road 
was  quite  different  than  ^ul  anticipated.  The 
arrogant  Saul  was  greeted  by  the  holy  presence 
(rf  the  Lord  Jesus  with  a  brilliance  so  bright  that 
Saul  feu  to  the  ground  in  amazement.  There 
Saul  heard  the  voice  of  Christ,  “Saul,  Saul,  why 
persecutest  thou  me?”  Saul,  not  recognizing  the 
voice,  said,  “Who  art  thou.  Lord?”  Jesus  said, 
“I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest.”  Saul, 
trembling  responded,  “Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do?”  (vv.  3-6).  The  arrogant  Saul 
suddenly  becomes  the  subdued  Saul. 

Before  he  was  breathing  threats  against 
foUowers  of  Christ;  now  he  was  asking  Christ 
for  direction.  He  was  surrendering  his  wiU  to 
the  wUl  of  Christ.  This  prompt  and  immediate 
action  marks  the  true  nature  of  conversion. 
Saul  was  told  to  go  to  Damascus  to  await  fur¬ 
ther  instructions.  When  he  opened  his  eyes,  he 
discovered  he  could  not  see  anything  and  had 
to  be  led  to  Damascus  by  those  with 
him  . . .  total  surrender.  There  must  be  a 


Judgment  and  recovery  of  Judah 


Under  Abijam  (Jod  was  forsaken,  the  temple  commandments  and  resists  firmly  all  unj 
was  neglect^,  his  worship  adulterated.  If  there  ly  influences.  The  standard  of  right  is  the 
were  any  (and  doubtless  there  were  some)  of  Grod.  Asa  could  not  hope  to  r^tore  God  tc 
faithful  hearts  yet  remaining  in  both  kingdoms  kingdom  while  those  abominations  inhabite 
during  those  heavy  times,  how  cmrosive  it  must  Asa  defaced  all  the  idols.  The  duty  to  his  pai 
have  been  to  see  them  so  deplored  and  could  not  win  him  from  his  high  standard, 
miserable  with  depravation.  The  idolatry'  of  does  not  more  honor  his  father  than  hate 
Abijam  deserved  tire  same  punishment  as  that  idol.  No  dearness  of  person  should  take  off 
of  Jeroboam.  The  enmity,  strife,  and  war  be-  edge  of  our  contempt  for  sin. 
tween  the  sister-kingdoms  was  the  result  of  'Ib  remove  deep-rooted  and  long-standing 
their  broken  covenant  with  the  Lord  God.  Be  it  suddenly  and  completely  is  impossible  eyei 
amid  a  nation,  a  community,  or  a  family,  where  a  well-intentioned,  powerful  ruler.  For  in 
the  fear  of  the  living  God  and  the  bond  of  union  case  he  would  bring  about  resistance  to 
with  him  is  destroyed,  there  will  ever  be  strife  good  rather  than  further  if  In  2  Chronicles 
and  discord.  Peace  is  only  to  be  found  where  we  read  that  Asa  “took  a  ay  the  altars  of 
the  God  of  peace  reigns  in  the  heart.  To  go  out  strange  gods  in  the  high  places”  and  in  vi 
of  the  world  at  enmity  is  not  a  blessed  death.  5  that  “he  took  away  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Jt 
III.  The  Reign  of  Asa  (1  Kings  15:9-24).  It  is  the  high  places  and  the  images.”  Asa  did  w 
to  be  regarded  as  the  mericifid  providence  of  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  and  was  f 
God  when  the  son  who  has  grown  up  with  evil  committed  to  the  Lord  ail  his  life  (1  Kings  15 
surroundings  and  the  bad  example  of  a  father  and  14b).  Recovery  resulted, 
and  mother  yet  holds  steadily  to  his  word  and  Turnes  is  pastor.  Parkway  Church,  Nate 

Persistence  in  prayer  offers  communion  with  God 

finite  goodness  will  give  much  better  gifts  to  his  his  children.  When  you  and  1  accept  the  in 

children  ^  accept  holy  commumc; 

The  nromise  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  considered  with  the  greatest  gift  Giver  of  all. 

_  ....  x_  _ ■ 


oppose  evil  regarwess  of  others’  examples  or 
pressures. 

I.  Reign  of  Rehohoam  (1 
Kings  14:21-31).  Among  in- 
dividual  men  as  in  entire 
communities, cities, and na- 
tions,  revolt  against  the  liv- 
ing  God  results  from 
haughtiness,  over- 

prosperity,  and  carnal 
security  bringing  as  in- 
evitable  consequences  pov- 
erty,  ruin,  and  misfortune 
As  high  as  Judah  stood 
under  David  and  Solomon,  so  deep  in  propor¬ 
tion  did  it  sink  under  Rehoboam.  "nie  enomi- 
ty  of  sin  was  unmistakable  It  is  not  unnoticed 
by  a  just  God.  It  is  committed  “in  the  sight  of 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


by  Luke  to  be  the  consummate  gift  of  God  to 


pray  as  C!hrist  prayed. 

II.  The  Persistence  (vv.  5-8). 

In  these  verses,  Jesus  teaches  the  need  for 
persistence  He  chooses  to  use  one  of  his 
favorite  methods  of  teaching  a  parable.  In  this 
parable,  the  hearers  learn  the  invaluable  truth 
that  persistence  in  prayer  is  an  act  of  faith  on 
their  part,  thus  on  our  part  as  well.  It’s  not  that 
God  is  reluctant  to  answer,  rather  we  must  not 
lose  faith  when  the  Father  chooses  not  to 
answer  when  and  how  we  want  him  to.  We  must 
continue  to  persist  in  our  prayer  life  on  a  daily 
basis.  We  must  continue  to  ask  that  the  will  of 
God  become  known  to  all  men. 

III.  The  Present  Tense  of  Prayer  (vv.  9-1#). 

The  imperatives  “ask,  seek,  knock”  are  ac¬ 
cepted  as  being  in  the  present  tense  'The  one 
that  is  asking  (praying)  must  keep  on  asking, 
keep  on  seeking,  kwp  on  knocking.  You  and  I 
must  continue  in  our  prayers,  knowing  that  a 
just  and  righteous  God  h^rs. 

IV.  The  Promise  (vv.  11-13). 

C!hrist  concludes  this  parable  by  paralleling 
an  earthly  father  with  the  Heavenly  Fhther.  Ob¬ 
viously,  the  earthly  father  is  no  match  for  God 
in  knowing  how  to  give  good  gifts,  or  in  Luke’s 
case,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Jesus  explains  that  even  with  all  of  our  evils, 
webaskally  try  to  be  good  to  our  children.  Now 
he  contrasts  that  to  the  fact  that  (lod  in  his  in- 


Baptist  pastor  leads  in 
service  for  Beatrice  Routh 


“Beatrice  Louise  Routh  was  remembered  Thursday  (Aug.  15)  as  a  10-year- 
old  without  a  home  but  who  had  a  big  heart,”  Jerry  Mitchell,  Clarion-Ledger 
staff  writer,  began  an  article  about  the  candlelight  vigil  held  as  a  memorial 
to  the  slain  child. 

A  Baptist  preacher,  John  Landrum,  pastor  of  Popp’s  Ferry  CJhurch,  Biloxi, 
spoke  at  the  service  in  Jones  Park,  where  Beatrice  was  abducted  Aug.  1. 
“Beatrice  has  become  more  than  somebody’s  child  on  the  Gulf  Coast,”  said 
Landrum. 

“Now  she  is  our  child  and  not  some  homeless  girl.  We  need  to  make  sure 
it  never,  ever  happens  in  our  area  again,”  he  told  the  100  in  attendance. 

Looking  for  You,  a  missing  children’s  organi^tion,  sponsored  the  vigil.  Paula 
Evans,  director  of  the  organization,  said  family  members  described  Beatrice 
as  a  “jokester.  No  matter  how  down  people  were,  she  would  smile.  Beatrice 
means  to  make  one  smile” 

In  a  service  of  children’s  songs,  prayer,  and  music,  those  gathered  sang  “This 
Little  Light  of  Mine”  and  “Jesus  Loves  Me.” 

A  picture  of  Beatrice  was  displayed,  surrounded  by  pink  and  white  flowers. 
“The  10  roses  represent  the  10  previous  years  she  lived  on  this  earth,”  said 
James  Black,,  pastor  of  the  Faith  'Ihbemacle  of  Praise  in  Biloxi. 

Landrum  clo^  by  telling  the  crowd  that  Beatrice  was  no  longer  homeless. 
“She  now  has  a  permanent  home  with  a  permanent  address  and  that  place 
is  with  Jesus,”  he  said. 


ed  a  different  type  of  invita¬ 
tion.  My  Lord  invited  me  to 
commune  with  him  through 
the  medium  of  prayer.  It  was 
an  invitation  I  gladly 
accepted. 

Today’s  lesson  invites  us  all  to  a  lifestyle  of 
prayer.  We  notice  in  this  lesson  . . . 

I.  The  Pleading  (v.  1). 

liike  calLs  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  disciples  asked  Jesus  to  teach  them  to 
pray.  This  particular  disciple  must  have  been 
mo^  the  practice  of  private  prayer  by 
Jesus.  WMt  a  wonderful  example  for  all  of  us. 
If  “the  only  begotten  Son  of  Clod”  found  time 
to  enter  into  prayer  with  his  Father,  how  much 
more  should  we? 

The  disciple  had  a  desire  to  experience  a  new 
type  of  prayer  life  The.  public  prayers  of  the 
synagogue  style  of  worship  were  fine,  but  tl^ 
were  no  longer  adequate  for  his  new  life  with 
Christ. 

Our  plea  should  be  that  we  would  learn  to 


Dobson 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  August  29,  1991 


Pastor  turns 
reunion  into 
opportunity 


ASTRONAUT/MIMSTER  DIES:  GLENWOOD  SPRINGS,  Colo.  (BP)  —  I  ^  ■  A. 

Astronaut  Janies  Irwin,  remembered  for  his  scripture  quote  during  an  Apollo  |  I 

moon  trip  and  for  his  unsuccessful  search  for  Noah’s  Ark,  died  Aug.  9  of  an  _  | 

apparent  heart  attack.  A  Southern  Baptist  and  retired  Air  Force  colonel,  Ir- 

win,  61,  died  at  his  home  in  Glenwood  Springs,  Colo.  He  suffered  at  least  one  ^ 

earlier  heart  attack,  following  his  trip  to  the  moon  in  the  Apollo  15  flight  of 

1971.  In  1971  he  had  joined  Nassau  Bay  Church,  Houston,  near  the  Johnson  ^  ..  ^  Jk 

Space  Center,  where  he  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  founded 
High  Flight  International,  an  interdenominational  evangelistic  organization 

based  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  in  1972.  “My  life  will  never  be  the  same  3191^  * 

because  I  saw  earth  as  God  must  see  it,’’  Irwin  explained  during  a  prayer 

breakfast  in  1981.  He  led  an  expedition  in  1982  to  Mount  Ararat  in  Turkey  in  HK 

a  search  for  the  biblical  Noah’s  Ark  but  did  not  find  any  evidence  of  it  on  the  23 

16,946-foot  peak.  Irwin  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Ellen,  five  children,  his  O"'®  •®^-  Mildred  Wiggirrs,  right,  teachers,  share  with  first  and  second 

mother,  and  a  brother  graders  in  VBS  under  the  tent,  at  Bushnell,  Illinois. 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  As  a  Mississip 
pi  pastor  prepared  ftx*  his  10-year  hi^ 
school  reunion,  he  mailed  New 
Testaments  to  more  than  350  of  his 
classmates. 

“I  wanted  them  to  know  that  (Jurist 
is  still  the  one  who  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  your  life,”  said  Gr^  Mar¬ 
tin,  pastor  of  Commission  Road 
C^hurch  in  Long  Beach,  Miss. 

Martin  became  a  CIhristian  at  the 
end  of  his  sophomore  year  at  Hixson 


,  •  High  School  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

V  t0d.ni  r*0133.irS  Though  he  attended  church  before  he 
J  became  a  Christian,  Martin  said  he 

n^ll  Tlnrirhic  lived  as  a  hypocrite. 

A1.1.11HJJ.O  At  age  10  he  was  arrested  for 

_ _ _  shoplifting.  At  13,  he  was  cau^t 

and  replaced,  the  bathroom  and  breaking  into  cars.  “I  went  from  one 
pastor’s  study  was  remodeled.  bad  crowd  to  another,”  he  said. 

Those  involved  in  the  project  were  Martin  was  working  as  a  bookie  at 
Woodrow  and  Pat  Chism,  Floyd  and  ®  ^  spring  semester  of 

Ruth  Land,  Quinn  Parham  from  An-  bis  sophomore  year  when  he  became 
tioch  (3)ureh;  Elaine  'Ihylor,  Gene  and  convicted  about  his  sin. 

Dot  Gillis,  Fred  and  Mae  Price  from  ,  ^e  knew  he  needed  to  pray  for 
Fairview  C!hurch;  Carlene  Ekxkon  forgiveness  and  salvation, 
from  Community  Church;  Bol%  and  ^ha^  sununer,  a  youth  worker  at  his 

OUie  Cobb,  Gene  and  Ann  Jones,  ’Ibm-  church  taught  Martin  what  it  means 


A  team  consisting  of  21  representing 
four  churches  in  Lowndes  County 
Association  worked  in  Bushnell,  Ill., 

July  13-20,  at  the  recently  purchased 
Bushnell  Baptist  Chapel,  which  was 
in  need  of  repairs. 

'The  team  consisted  of  both  men  and 
women  who  were  willing  to  tackle 
some  unusual  tasks.  They  had  an  elec¬ 
trician  and  a  carpenter  in  the  group; 
but  the  rest  were  willing  gofers. 

The  job  consisted  of  repairing  the 
roof  which  had  broken  rafters  and  was 
about  to  fall  in;  replacing  a  basement 
wall  which  was  built  from  clay  tile  in 
1927  was  about  to  cave  in;  replacing 
an  electric  panel  from  60  amps  to  150 
amps;  installing  a  hot  water  heater; 
remodeling  the  bathroom  and  the 
pastor’s  study.  The  women  conducted 
a  Vacation  Bible  School  under  tents  in 
back  of  the  building.  p.  , 

There  were  no  blocklayers  to  be  wua  f  -  —  response  as  he  attended  the  reunkm. 

foimd;  but  some  of  the  team  willing-  A  number  of  children  at  the  VBS  at  But  he  said  about  50  pe<vle  thanked 

the  capacities  ly  accepted  the  challenge,  before  the  the  Bushnell  Baptist  Cliapel  prayed  to  bim  for  the  New  ’Testament,  and  no 
Society  of  the  week  was  over  the  wall  was  torn  out  receive  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  anything  negative  about  his 

gesture. 

Most  gratifying  to  Martin  were  the 
letters  he  received.  One  man  told 
Martin  he  read  the  New  Testament 
when  he  couldn’t  sleep  at  ni^t. 

A  woman  who  had  been  through  a 
bitter  divorce  called  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  the  “loveliest  gift  I  have  receiv¬ 
ed  in  a  long  time”  Another  letter  was 
from  the  high  school’s  star  football 
player  who  told  Martin  he  wanted  to 
discuss  the  claims  of  (Christ. 

Martin  hopes  that  by  his  2fAh  high 
school  reunion,  he  will  see  the  benefits 
of  his  classmates  reading  the  gift  th^ 


BAPTIST  MEN’S  CLEANUP,  FEEDING  CREWS  CONTINUE  STORM 
RESPONSE:  SWANSEA,  Mass.  (BP)  —  Brotherhood  Commission  disaster 
relief  officials  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  have  responded  to  a  request  from  the 
American  Red  Crass  and  activated  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  Brotherhood  Mobile 
Feeding  Units  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Bob.  The  Kentucky  feeding  unit  ar¬ 
rived  today  (Aug.  21)  at  the  Bay  Community  Baptist  Church  in  Swansea,  Mass., 
in  suburban  Providence,  R.I.  The  Swansea  site  will  serve  as  the  headquarters 
for  eight  satellite  feeding  units.  Bob  Simi^ins,  director  of  Brotherhood  for 
the  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention  and  on-site  leader,  said  up  to  35  volunteers 
are  expected  to  work  out  of  Swansea. 


“ETHICAL  ISSUES  IN  HEALTHCARE,”  a  workshop  sponsored  1^ 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center.  Jackson,  will  be  offered  Sept.  5,  from  8 
a.m.  to  4:45  p.m.  This  program  will  provide  an  introduction  to  current  ethical 
issues  in  healthcare.  The  fee  is  $30  for  MBMC  employees,  $35  for  groups  of 
three  or  more  from  the  same  organization,  and  $45  for  other  registrants.  The 
workshop  is  presented  by  Donald  Anderson,  Ph.D.,  the  executive  director  of 
the  Ecumenical  Center  for  Religion  and  Health  in  San  Antonio.  Anderson  will 
also  present  a  workshop  for  criticallcare  nurses  on  “Ethical  Issues  in  Critical 
Care”  on  Sopt:.  4,  from  8.30  a  m',  to  4:30  p.m.  ’The  fee  is  $35.  Call  968-1712  to 
register  or  to  deceive  more  information. 


received  this  year. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


ALASKA  PASTOR  HONOREb  FVR  SERVICE  TO  SMALL  CHURCHES: 
GLORIETA^.M.  (BP)  —  Isolation  has  been  part  of  Earl  Midkiffs  life  for 
more  than  2f^  years,  but  he  isn't  aphtplaining.  The  60-year-old  Texas  native 
recently  completed  his  second  decade  as  pastor  of  First  Church  of  Petersburg, 
Alaska.  The  church  of  fewer  than  100  members  is  located  on  a  remote  island 
with  no  road  connections  to  the  outside  world.  So  every  trip  away  from  home, 
even  to  a  meeting  of  the  “local"  Baptist  association,  requires  an  airplane  or 
boat  ride.  Midkiff  was  honored  for  that  devotion  Aug.  4  at  Bible-Preaching 
-Administration  Week  at  Glorieta  (N.M.)  Baptist  Conference  Center.  He  was 
recognized  as  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Small  Church  Pastor  of  the 
Year  for  the  West.  The  award  was  presented  by  Joe  Stacker,  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board’s  Church  Administration  Department.  The  Small  Church 
Pastor  of  the  Year  Award  for  the  East  was  presented  to  Doug  Benningfield, 
pastor  of  Hickory  Valley  Church  in  Sparta,  Tenn.,  during  the  Bible-Preaching- 
Administration  Conference  held  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C )  Baptist  Conference 
Center  in  July. 


Larry  Wright  makes  a  measurement  before  he  cuts  braces  to  repair  broken  rafters 
of  Bushnell  Chapel. 


North  Delta  Association  ^ 

revival 


sponsors  singles 


